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First-ever parent meet at Maulana Azad National Urdu University
By AuthorTelanganaToday  |  
 
Hyderabad: Maulana Azad National Urdu 
Communication and Journalism is organising first ever Parent/Guardian Meet of the 
Alumni and students pursuing UG/PG and PhD courses at the library auditorium in the 
campus on March 5 at 9.30 am.
Prof Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, De
clubbed with three-day media workshop starting on March 5 and has many eminent 
media personalities, including Satish Jacob, Pankaj Pachauri, Sadhika Tiwari and others 
participating in the inaugural session.
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Workshop on social media tools at MANUU from March 5
By AuthorTelanganaToday  |  
 
Hyderabad: The Department of Mass Communication 
National Urdu University (MANUU) is organising a three day ‘Workshop on Usages of 
Social Media Tools for Future Media’ from March 5 to 7.
Senior journalist of Urdu, Syed Vickaruddin, Editor
Daily, Hyderabad will be the chief guest. He will also be felicitated for his contribution in 
the field of journalism, according to a press release.
Dr Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz, Vice
Bureau Chief, BBC; and Pankaj Pach
Delhi; will also participate in the workshop.
PEhtesham Ahmad Khan, Head, Department of MCJ said the aim of the workshop was 
to provide insights related to challenges and opportunities from the perspective and 
expertise in the field of media.
Shams Tahir Khan, senior journalist, Aaj Tak; Sadhika Tiwari, Millenial Media 
Professional, Creative Conversationalist; Surabhi Malik, Media Training Specialist, 
Google News Lab from New Delhi and others are also sched
release added. 
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Hyderabad: Maulana Azad National Urdu University
Mass Communication and Journalism is organizing first ever Parent/Guardian Meet of 
the Alumni & current students of pursuing UG/PG and Ph.D courses on 5th Ma
9.30 am at Library Auditorium.
According to Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean and Head, the meet is clubbed with 
3 day Media Workshop scheduled on 05th, 6th and 7th March.
Many eminent media personalities including Satish Jacob, Pankaj Pachauri, Sadhika
Tiwari and Syed Vicaruddin will grace the inaugural session of the workshop as well 
as Parent/Guardian Meet. 
The interaction of parents/Guardians with the faculty members will be held at 12:00 
Noon to 01:00 pm at Seminar Hall, Department of MCJ on 05th Ma
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Maulana Azad National Urdu University’s Department of Mass 
Communication and Journalism is organising first ever Parent/Guardian Meet of the 
Alumni and students pursuing UG/PG and PhD courses at the library auditorium in the 
campus on March 5 at 9.30 am. 
Prof Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean and Head, in a press release said the meet is 
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media personalities, including Satish Jacob, Pankaj Pachauri, Sadhika Tiwari and others 
participating in the inaugural session. 
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The Department of Mass Communication & Journalism, Maulana Azad 
National Urdu University (MANUU) is organising a three day ‘Workshop on Usages of 
Social Media Tools for Future Media’ from March 5 to 7. 
Senior journalist of Urdu, Syed Vickaruddin, Editor-in-Chief, Rehnuma-e-Deccan, Urdu 

Hyderabad will be the chief guest. He will also be felicitated for his contribution in 
the field of journalism, according to a press release. 
Dr Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz, Vice-Chancellor, MANUU, Satish Jacob, Former Deputy 
Bureau Chief, BBC; and Pankaj Pachauri, Founder & Editor in Chief, GO News, New 
Delhi; will also participate in the workshop. 
PEhtesham Ahmad Khan, Head, Department of MCJ said the aim of the workshop was 
to provide insights related to challenges and opportunities from the perspective and 
expertise in the field of media. 
Shams Tahir Khan, senior journalist, Aaj Tak; Sadhika Tiwari, Millenial Media 
Professional, Creative Conversationalist; Surabhi Malik, Media Training Specialist, 
Google News Lab from New Delhi and others are also scheduled to particpate, the 
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Mass Communication and Journalism is organizing first ever Parent/Guardian Meet of 
the Alumni & current students of pursuing UG/PG and Ph.D courses on 5th Ma
9.30 am at Library Auditorium. 
According to Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean and Head, the meet is clubbed with 
3 day Media Workshop scheduled on 05th, 6th and 7th March. 
Many eminent media personalities including Satish Jacob, Pankaj Pachauri, Sadhika
Tiwari and Syed Vicaruddin will grace the inaugural session of the workshop as well 

The interaction of parents/Guardians with the faculty members will be held at 12:00 
Noon to 01:00 pm at Seminar Hall, Department of MCJ on 05th March. (INN)
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Published on Mar 1 2019 | Updated on Mar 1 2019
 
The Department of Mass Communication & Journalism, Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University (MANUU) is organizing a three 
Tools for Future Media from March 5 to 7.
The inaugural session will be held on 5th March, 9.30 am at Library auditorium, 
MANUU campus.  
Senior journalist of Urdu, Mr. Syed Vickaruddin, Editor
Urdu Daily, Hyderabad will be the Chief Guest. He will also be felicitated for his great 
contribution in the field of Journalism.
Dr. Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz, Vice
inaugural. Eminent journalist Mr. Satish Jacob,
grace the occasion as the Guest of Honour. Mr. Pankaj Pachauri, Founder & Editor in 
Chief, GO News, New Delhi will also be part of the workshop.
According to Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Head, Department of MCJ, the aim
workshop is to provide insights related to challenges and opportunities from the 
perspective and rich expertise in the field of media.
Mr. Shams Tahir Khan, Senior journalist, Aaj Tak, Ms. Sadhika Tiwari, Millenial Media 
Professional, Creative Conversationalist, Ms. Surabhi Malik, Media Training Specialist, 
Google News Lab from New Delhi, Mr. Aamir Haque, Resident Editor, Times Now, 
Lucknow and Mr. Syed Khaled Shahbaaz, CEO, Media Plus, Hyderabad are among 
the resource persons of the workshop. They
hands-on-training to students of the department.
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Maulana Azad National Urdu University’s Department of Mass 
Journalism is organizing first ever "Parent/Guardian Meet of the Alumni & current 
students of pursuing UG/PG & Ph.D courses " on 5th March, 9.30 am at Library 
Auditorium. 
According to Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean and Head, the meet is 
3 day Media Workshop scheduled on 05th, 6th & 7th March. Many eminent media 
personalities including Mr. Satish Jacob, Mr. Pankaj Pachauri, Ms. Sadhika Tiwari 
and Mr. Syed Vicaruddin will grace the Inaugural Session of the workshop as well as 
Parent/Guardian Meet . The interaction of parents/Guardians with the faculty 
members will be held at 12:00 Noon to 01:00 pm at Seminar Hall, Department of MCJ 
on 05th March 2019.  
Parents of Almuni and present students are invited.
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The Department of Mass Communication & Journalism, Maulana Azad National Urdu 
University (MANUU) is organizing a three days Workshop on Usages of Social Media 
Tools for Future Media from March 5 to 7. 
The inaugural session will be held on 5th March, 9.30 am at Library auditorium, 
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grace the occasion as the Guest of Honour. Mr. Pankaj Pachauri, Founder & Editor in 
Chief, GO News, New Delhi will also be part of the workshop.  
According to Prof. Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Head, Department of MCJ, the aim
workshop is to provide insights related to challenges and opportunities from the 
perspective and rich expertise in the field of media.  
Mr. Shams Tahir Khan, Senior journalist, Aaj Tak, Ms. Sadhika Tiwari, Millenial Media 

versationalist, Ms. Surabhi Malik, Media Training Specialist, 
Google News Lab from New Delhi, Mr. Aamir Haque, Resident Editor, Times Now, 
Lucknow and Mr. Syed Khaled Shahbaaz, CEO, Media Plus, Hyderabad are among 
the resource persons of the workshop. They will provide technical and 

training to students of the department. 
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Urdu Congress ends with a call to popularize Science

THE HANS INDIA |    Mar 01,2019 , 08:34 PM IST

       

Hyderabad: Two-day National Urdu Science Congress 
2019 ended today at Maulan
University (MANUU) with a call to popularize science.

 
Nine technical sessions witnessed more than 50 paper 
presenters from different parts of the Country. Dr. 
Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz, Vice
behind the initiative, described the effort as an attempt to 
promote and propagate popular science. We need 
literature aimed at bringing scientific temper among the masses. Urdu Science 
Congress successfully persuaded few young writers to write on popular science. 
There were nine such first time paper presenters in the Congress.

 

MANUU’s Centre for Promotion of Knowledge in Urdu (CPKU) and School of School 
of Sciences jointly organized the Congress.

 
Dr. Qazi Siraj Azhar (Michigan University), Dr. Abdul Moiz Shams also addre
valedictory. Dr. Abid Moiz, Consultant, CPKU and Covenor of the Congress 
presented a report and conducted the proceedings. During the congress many books 
on various science subjects were also released.

 

A special session was dedicated to celebrate 
Science. A unique book on “Eye and Urdu Poetry” compiled by Dr. Abdul Moiz Shams 
is also released. Prof. Syed Najamul Hasan, Dean, SoS and Director Congress 
proposed vote of thanks. 
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Invention gives man reason to live: Prof. Qazi 
Siraj Azhar 

MANUU organizes Third National Urdu 
Science Congress 

Hyderabad:  
People who do not invent either vanish or go into 
obscurity. These were the thoughts expressed by 
Dr. Qazi Siraj Azhar, Associate Professor, 
Michigan University, USA at the inaugural 
session of the Two-day National Urdu Science Congress 2019 organized by the 
Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU), Hyderabad on National Science 
Day. Prof. Azhar was speaking as the chief guest on this occasion. 

The two-day congress is being attended by participants from as far away as 
Lucknow, Delhi and Maharashtra, besides faculty and students of MANUU. The 
participants include practitioners of science, academicians, students, Urdu writers 
with interest in science and other stakeholders. 
Vice Chancellor, MANUU, Dr. Aslam Parvaiz, who presided over the inaugural once 
again emphasised the university’s efforts to provide textbook material in Urdu to the 
students of MANUU. 

Dr. Qaisar Jameel, Head of the Department, Genetics, Bhagwan Mahavir Medical 
Research Centre, Hyderabad who has also been the former president of the 
Organisation for Women in Science in the Developing World, exhorted the students 
to have faith in their culture, traditions, and ethics if they want to succeed in life. 

On this occasion, several books written in Urdu on different topics of science were 
also released. 

Prizes were also distributed among students who participated in elocution, essay 
writing and other competitions on the topic “Science for people, and people of 
science” held in connection with National Science Day. 

The congress is being jointly organised by the Centre for Promotion of Knowledge in 
Urdu and the School of Sciences. 

Prof. Zahid Hussain Khan, retired professor of physics from Jamia Millia Islamia, 
and Dr. Qaisar Jameel, Head of the Department, Genetics, Bhagwan Mahavir 
Medical Research Centre, Hyderabad were the guests of honour on this occasion. 

Dr. Abid Moiz, Consultant, Centre for Promotion of Knowledge in Urdu & Convener 
of the congress welcomed the guest & delivered introductory remarks. Prof. S. 
Najmul Hasan, Dean School of Sciences presented a report on Science 
competitions and announced the winners. Dr. Ameena Tahseen conducted the 
proceedings. Later, in the afternoon  a special session was held to commemorate 
25 years of publication of Urdu monthly “Science”. Dr. Mohammad Aslam Parvaiz 
it’s Founder Editor was felicitated by Bazm-e-Khawateen, a renowned Women’s 
Organization from Hyderabad. 

 





Tuesday, Mar 5 2019 | Time 11:29 Hrs(IST)

 Type your keyword  

UNI Photo

Other Links

Indian News Agency

Indian News Agency

Home News Photo Hindi Urdu About UNI Contact us JOBS PRESS RELEASES

BREAKING NEWS : Lanba's veiled attack on Pakistan, says it is sponsoring terrorism to destabilise India

India World Sports Business & Economy Science & Technology Features Entertainment States Autoworld Startup World

States »

South

Posted at: Mar 3 2019 2:18PM

 
 
MANNU, MCJ to organize parent meet on Mar 5
Hyderabad, Mar 3 (UNI) Maulana Azad National Urdu University’s Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism is organizing the first ever “Parent/Guardian Meet of current
Alumni students pursuing UG/PG & Ph.D courses” at Library Auditorium on March 5.

  
According to Prof Ehtesham Ahmad Khan, Dean and Head MCJ, the meet is clubbed with three-
day Media Workshop scheduled to be held on March 5, 6 and 7.

  
Many eminent media personalities including Mr Satish Jacob, Mr Pankaj Pachauri, Ms Sadhika
Tiwari and Mr. Syed Vicaruddin will grace the Inaugural Session of the workshop as well as
Parent/Guardian Meet .

  
The interaction of parents/Guardians with the faculty members will be held from 1200 to 1300
hours at Seminar Hall, Department of MCJ on March 5.

  
Parents of Almuni and present students are invited.

 UNI VV CS 1413
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Hyderabad, Mar 4 (UNI) Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu and his son and IT
Minister Lokesh committed a crime by illegally providing citizens personal date to a private firm, TRS
working President and former IT Minister K T Rama Rao said here on Monday.

see more..

04 Mar 2019 | 11:18 PM

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar 4 (UNI) Kerala Tourism Minister Kadakampally Surendran inaugurated
the first and second phases of construction works of around Rs 20 crore for upgrading infrastructure
facilities at Kovalam beach on Monday.

see more..

04 Mar 2019 | 11:15 PM

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar 4 (UNI) Kerala Tourism on Monday launched the first phase of its
ambitious Barrier-free Kerala tourism project, making 70 destinations across the state disabled and
elderly friendly, becoming the first state in India to implement UN World Tourism Organisation’s call
for ‘Tourism for All.

04 Mar 2019 | 11:03 PM

Tirupati, Mar 4 (UNI) The temple city of Tirupati on Monday echoed to the holy chants of 'Har Har
Mahadeva Sambho Sankara' on the auspicious occasion of 'Maha Shivratri'.

AP CM, son committed crime by giving citizens' personal data
illegally to private IT firm: TRS

Kovalam infra projects in Kerala inaugurated

Kerala Tourism turns disabled, elderly friendly, implements
UNWTO’s ‘Tourism for All’

Temple city reverberates to chant of 'Har Har Mahadeva
Sambho Sankara'

LAHORE, March 5 (Xinhua) -- Passengers
board the Samjhota Express in eastern
Pakistan's Lahore on March 4, 2019. A key train
service Samjhauta Express between India and
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Hyderabad, Mar 4 (UNI) Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has launched a special
programme for School Children called YUva VIgyani KAryakram” (य�ुवका) or Young Scientist
Programme, from this year.

2-Young Scientist Programme launched at ISRO
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Pulse Polio
Program in City
on March 10

Hyderabad, March 1
: In connection with the
National Immunization
day, pulse polio
programme will be
taken up in the city on
March 10.

This was announced
by Hyderabad District in-
charge  Collector G Ravi,
at a review meeting
here.  He said that there
are 4,85,965 children
below the age of five
years in the city, and in-
structions were issued
to the health authorities
to  give pulse polio drops
to all of them.  The
programme will be
taken up from 7 am to 6
pm, he said and advised
the parents to ensure
that all the chidren were
given polio drops with-
out fail.

IAF pilot's parents
get standing
ovation in flight

New Delhi, March 1
(GNS) :  The parents of
Indian Air Force (IAF)
Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman
were given a standing
ovation when they de-
boarded an IndiGo
Chennai-New Delhi flight
here.

In videos uploaded
on social media, the par-
ents are seen alighting
from the aircraft as co-
passengers clapped and
cheered them. Accord-
ing to people in the
knowledge of the inci-
dent, although the par-
ents wished to travel
without any fanfare, fel-
low passengers discov-
ered their identity and
voluntarily gave them
the first right of de-
boarding. The 35-year-
old Wing Commander
was captured on Febru-
ary 27 by Pakistan after
his MiG-21 Bison jet was
shot down and crashed
in Pakistani territory dur-
ing a dogfight.

Water Tanker Hits
Scooter ; girl
student dies

Hyderabad, March 1
: A eight year old girl
going to school died on
the spot and her father
was injured when a
rashly driven water
tanker hit their two-
wheeler at Abids here
this morning.

The mishap occurred
when the girl identified
as Dia Jain, a class three
student of Rosary Con-
vent High School, was
on way to school with
her father.

 She was riding pil-
lion and as their scooter
was reaching the school,
a private water tanker
which was behind them
rammed into the ve-
hicle. Both of them fell
on the road. While Dia
died on the spot, her
father Naresh Kumar
Jain was injured.

IAF Pilot Abhinandan Varthaman,
captured by Pak, Returns to India

New Delhi, March 1
(GNS) : Ending several
hours of tense waiting,
Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman fi-
nally returned to India to
a rousing welcome at the
Attari-Wagah joint check-
post in Amritsar on Friday
night.The Indian air force
officer, who was expected
to return much earlier,
crossed into the Indian
side after 9.15 pm."Wing
Commander Varthaman
has just been handed
over," said an Indian offi-
cial. After the Pakistani of-
ficials handed him over,
Indian officials took him
over to the Indian side at
the land check post.

He had earlier under-
gone a  medical check-up
at Wagah in preparation
for the handing over.

The official formalities,
including the signing of
necessary documents and
a medical examination by

the International Commit-
tee of Red Cross, were
also completed, reports
said.Hundreds of people
had gathered at the bor-
der check post from early
in the morning to welcome
the 35-year-old Wing Com-
mander, who was cap-
tured on Wednesday by
Pakistan.The IAF officer
was captured after his
MiG-21 Bison fighter jet
was hit by Pakistan Air
Force jets on Wednesday
near the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir.On Friday morn-
ing, India's Acting High
Commissioner Gaurav
Ahluwalia arrived at the
Pakistan Foreign Office in
Islamabad for a briefing on
the imminent release of
Wing Commander
Abhinandan.Wing Com-
mander Abhinandan is to
be accompanied back by
India’s air attache, who
was headed to Lahore with

the IAF pilot’s travel docu-
ments, Pakistani media
reports said.The  Pakistani
authorities brought him
from Rawalpindi to Lahore
and handed over first to
the International Commit-
tee of Red Cross (ICRC)
under rules of the Geneva
Convention before being
brought to the JCP on Fri-
day afternoon.

The Border Security
Force (BSF), which mans
the JCP and the 553-km
long International Border
with Pakistan in Punjab,
was at high alert, with
Punjab Police and other
security agencies sta-
tioned and additional per-
sonnel since early Friday
morning.

The border Retreat cer-
emony was also cancelled
for the day in view of his
return.Varthaman will be
debriefed by defence and
security officials after his
return before he is taken

to New Delhi from the
Amritsar airport.On Thurs-
day, Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan an-
nounced that the country
will free Varthaman as a
"peace gesture".

Tensions between the
two countries escalated
after Indian fighters
bombed terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammad's big-
gest training camp near
Balakot inside Pakistan
early Tuesday.It came 12
days after 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed when a
Jaish-e-Mohammad sui-
cide bomber rammed a
vehicle carrying over 100
kg of explosives into their
bus in Pulwama distrit of
Jammu and Kashmir on
February 14.Following
Tuesday's cross-LoC
airstrike by India, the Pa-
kistan Air Force carried out
retaliatory aerial strikes
targeting Indian military
installations. However, they
failed to hit any target.

5 security men,
one civilian killed
in Kupwara
operation against
militants

Srinagar, March 1
(GNS) :  Five security men
were killed and four oth-
ers injured in an ongoing
gunfight on Friday in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kupwara border district,
defence sources said. One
civilian also died during the
operation.

The sources earlier
said that two militants had
been killed in the encoun-
ter after which searches
were launched in Kralgund
village.

"During the search op-
eration after the firing ex-
changes stopped, one of
the two militants, pre-
sumed dead, stood up and
started indiscriminate fir-
ing at security forces in
which two CRPF troopers,
two Army soldiers and one
local policemen were
killed. The operation is still
on," police said.

"Four Army soldiers
have been injured in the
encounter and they have
been shifted to a hospital,"
a police source said.

During clashes be-
tween security forces and
civilian protesters near the
gunfight site, four protest-
ers were injured, out of
which one succumbed
later.

Police said bodies of
the militants are yet to be
recovered.

The gunfight occurred
in Kralgund village of
Langate area in Handwara
tehsil of Kupwara district.

Governor of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, E.S.L. Narasimhan presenting the
memento to the Union Home Minister, Rajnath Singh at the inauguration of Office
and Residential Complex at the National Investigation Agency in city on Friday.

(By Surendra Kumar)
Hyderabad, March 1 :

Union Minister of Home
Affairs, Shri Rajnath Singh
said that the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
has emerged as a premier
agency in the country set-
ting standards of excel-
lence in counter terrorism
and national security re-
lated investigations. Inau-
gurating the NIA office and
residential complexes at
Hyderabad and Guwahati,
he said that there has
been an increasing trend
in the number of case be-
ing entrusted to NIA since
its inception in 2009. Shri
Rajnath Singh said that NIA
has achieved conviction

Rajnath inaugurates NIA office in city
rate of 92% in the cases
assigned to it. Out of the
total of 249 cases assigned
charge sheets have been
filed in 180 cases. The in-
vestigations carried out by
NIA have resulted in sig-
nificant decrease in num-
ber of youth joining terror-
ist outfits, he said. The
Minister said that investi-
gations conducted by NIA
have helped unearth an
entire range of illegal ac-
tivities involving terrorist
groups from terror con-
spiracy and funding to spe-
cific incidents of terrorism.
The scope of NIA investi-
gations encompasses ter-
rorist outfits in India and
also global terrorist orga-

nizations like JeM, Hizbul
Mujahiddin, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, etc.

Several complex cases
such as twin blasts in
Hyderabad in 2013, Patna
Blasts (October, 2013),
Pathankot terror attack
case (January 2017) have
been successfully investi-
gated by NIA, Shri Rajanth
Singh added.

NIA is assigned cases
for investigation by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
either on the basis of a
report from a state gov-
ernment on suo motu
based on the gravity and
complexity of the offence.
It also acts as a nodal

7% is no downward
GDP growth
for FY19: Garg

New Delhi, March 1 (GNS) :  The government on
Friday said there was no downward revision of GDP
growth for 2018-19 (at 7 per cent) if seen in the con-
text of growth rates for the last two financial years.

Subhash Chandra Garg, Secretary, Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA), said on Friday the Second
Advance Estimates of GDP factored in a higher base.

"The growth needs to be looked at in view of the
higher base," Garg said.

On Thursday, the Central Statistics Office (CSO)
lowered the FY19 GDP growth in the Second Advance
Estimates of national income to 7 per cent from 7.2
per cent in the First Advance Estimates, attributing it
to a slowdown in agriculture and manufacturing.

"The GDP was revised last year as well as the year
before. This growth is on top of that. The real GDP has
been revised upwards to Rs 144 lakh crore from the
GDP in the first estimates for 2018-19, which was Rs
141 lakh crore. So the GDP has actually gone up from
the earlier estimates," Garg said.

"Likewise, the nominal GDP has been revised up-
wards from Rs 188 lakh crore to Rs 190 lakh crore. So
there is an upward revision in GDP as compared to the
first estimates. Therefore, the 7 per cent growth has
to be seen in the context of a much higher base due to
the revisions which have been made.

"Last year's GDP was initially 6.7 per cent while this
year's projection was 7.2 per cent. Now the previous
year's GDP has been revised to 7.2 per cent while the
projection for 2018-19 has been revised to 7 per cent.
If these factors are taken together, the GDP has actu-
ally gone up from 6.9 per cent to about 7.1 per cent.
There is no downward revision," the DEA Secretary
said. India's economic growth slowed to a five-quarter
low of 6.6 per cent in the October-December period of
the present fiscal, according to the CSO statement re-
leased on Thursday.Slower growth in Q3, and the
downward revisions in Q1 and Q2, has brought down
the overall GDP projection for 2018-19 to 7 per cent
from the earlier estimate of 7.2 per cent.

Education, health for all: Etala

Health Minister E Rajender today said that the
government aims to provide the best health and
education to the people. He visited NIMS here and
inspected various wards on the occasion.

Gagan Sethi jumps to third
position after stage 2 of ....

As the JK Tyre Himalayan Drive 7 entered its
final two stages, Delhis Gagan Sethi scripted a gal-
lant fightback to move up to the third position here
on Friday.

LS polls on time, says CEC Sunil...

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sunil Arora
on Friday said the ongoing tensions between India
and Pakistan will have no bearing on the upcoming
general elections in April-May this year.

Actress Parul Yadav hails ...
Actress Parul Yadav, who is playing the lead role

in the Kannada remake of the Bollywood film
"Queen", says from removing the accused from his
position to creating collective consciousness among
people regarding sexual harassment at the work-
place, #MeToo movement is a positive change in
every workplace including film industry.
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agency in matters relating to terror financing and
smuggling and inculcation of Fake Indian Currency
Notes (FICN) closely working with other agencies.

Alluding to the terrorist attack on February 14, 2019
at Phulwama in Jammu and Kashmir, Shri Singh said
that, our country has given a fitting reply to terrorists
across the border. The Prime Minister has directed
our forces to take appropriate action decisively. India
has succeeded in garnering international support in
its fight against terrorism. For the first time, Shri Singh
said the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) have
invited the External Affairs Minister of India, Smt.
Sushma Swaraj as Guest of Honour to the meet, he
said. Earlier, Shri Y.C. Modi, DIG, NIA welcomed the
gathering. Shri E.S.L. Narasimhan, Governor of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, Shri Mahmood Ali, Home
Minister, Government of Telangana were also present.
Shri Alok Mittal, IG, NIA, delivered vote of thanks.

IN THE COURT OF THE SPECIAL EXECUTIVE
MAGISTRATE, HYDERABAD DISTRICT,

HYDERABAD.
CASE No. A/658/2018,  Dt. 15-02-2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
   Whereas, Shaik Abdullah Amoodi, S/o Late
Shaik Omer Bin Mohammed Amoodi, R/o 18-
10-287/2, Barkas, Hyderabad has applied for late
registration of the death of His Father Shaik Omer
Bin Mohammed Amoodi, S/o Shaik
Mohammed Amoodi claiming that  His Father
died on 21-07-1998 at 18-10-287/2, Barkas,
Hyderabad and the matter is under scrutiny. If any
person has any objection for the proposed
registration of the date of death of the afore said
Shaik Omer Bin Mohammed Amoodi, S/o Shaik
Mohammed Amoodi may appear before the under-
signed along with documentary evidence within (10)
working days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sd/-
K. SURYALATHA,

Special Executive Magistrate,
Hyderabad District,

Collectorate Premises,
Nampally Station Road, Hyderabad.

(Contd from page 1)

Rajnath inaugurates ....

(By  SP Bureau)
Hyderabad, March 1 :

NMDC Limited awarded
with 8th Annual Greentech
HR Platinum Award 2018
under Training Excel-
lence Category during
the 8 th Annua l
Greentech HR Confer-
ence held recently at
Goa for having em-
braced innovat ive
Learning Practices. Mr.
T.S. Cherian, Executive Di-
rector along with Smt. GE
Reeta, DGM (HRD) re-
ceived the coveted award
on behalf of NMDC.

Greentech Foundation
has focused on the Most
Innovative practices in HR
at Organization Level
from PSEs and recognised
the best PSEs implement-
ing such practices. This

NMDC receives training excellence Award

award was presented to
NMDC Limited for having
implemented Innovative
Training Practices for har-
nessing human potential

in the Organisation.
These practices have le-
veraged NMDC to achieve
Output Per Man shift
(OMS)  of 37 tonnes and

Rs.1.68 crore is the value
added per employee
during the year 2017-
18, which is one of the
best in the industry.

Kanyakumari (Tamil
Nadu), March 1 (GNS) :
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Palaniswami on Friday
requested Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to sanction
a naval station here for
fishermen's safety.

Both Palaniswami and
Deputy Chief Minister
O.Panneerselvam were
full of praise for Modi.

Speaking at the func-
tion where Modi unveiled
various road and rail
projects Palaniswami
said: "I request Prime
Minister to establish a
naval station at
Kanyakumari for ensuring
the safety and security of
our fishermen at sea."

The Chief Minister

TN CM requests Modi to set up
naval station in Kanyakumari

praised Modi for his bold
actions against terrorism.

"The Prime Minister
was not only leading the
country for the past five
years but is also the pro-
tector of the nation today.
The entire nation is be-
hind him and so is Tamil
Nadu," Palaniswami said.

On his part Deputy
Chief Minister,
Panneerselvam said:
"From Kashmir to
Kanyakumari India is
one", is a statement
which is repeated often.
Today there is a need to
clearly demonstrate this.
The country, under the
strong and steadfast
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi Ji is

battling external threats in
a bold and decisive man-
ner."

Panneerselvam said
Modi, like the Hindu God
Narasimhan, killed hun-
dreds of terrorists by his
military action.

The action taken by
Modi instills fear in the
nations that plan to at-
tack India and is also a
warning bell to those
countries that support ter-
rorism, Panneerselvam
said.

The ruling All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in Tamil Nadu
has entered into an elec-
toral pact with the
Bharatiya Janata Party for
the Lok Sabha polls.

(By SP Bureau)
Hyderabad, March 1 :

Two-day National Urdu
Science Congress 2019
ended today at Maulana
Azad National Urdu Uni-
versity (MANUU) with a
call to popularize science.

Nine technical ses-
sions witnessed more
than 50 paper presenters
from different parts of the
Country. Dr. Mohammad
Aslam Parvaiz, Vice-
Chancellor and the brain
behind the initiative, de-
scribed the effort as an
attempt to promote and

Urdu Congress ends with a call to popularize Science

propagate popular sci-
ence. We need literature
aimed at bringing scien-
tific temper among the
masses. Urdu Science
Congress successfully
persuaded few young
writers to write on popu-
lar science. Their were nine
such first time paper pre-
senters in the Congress.
MANUU’s Centre for Promo-
tion of Knowledge in Urdu
(CPKU) and School of
School of Sciences jointly
organized the Congress.

Dr. Qazi Siraj Azhar
(Michigan University), Dr.

Abdul Moiz Shams also
address the valedictory.
Dr. Abid Moiz, Consultant,
CPKU and Covenor of the
Congress presented a re-
port and conducted the
proceedings. During the
congress many books on
various science subject
were also released.

A special session was

dedicated to celebrate 25
years of Urdu monthly
Magazine Science. A
unique book on “Eye
and Urdu Poetry” com-
piled by Dr. Abdul Moiz
Shams is also released.
Pro f.  Syed Najamul
Hasan, Dean, SoS and
Director Congress pro-
posed vote of thanks.

Goa Minister
defends use of
'bouncers' at
official meeting

Panaji, March 1 (GNS)
:  A Goa Minister on Fri-
day defended using
"bouncers" at a state gov-
ernment meeting instead
of police, saying they
were "healthy Goans",
who just happened to be
wearing jeans and black
shirts.Responding to a
series of questions from
mediapersons at the
state Secretariat about
hiring bouncers instead of
using the police, Town
and Country Planning Min-
ister Vijai Sardesai said if
he rolled up his sleeves
and flexed his muscles, he
would also look like a
bouncer."The problem is
this. If you have jaundice,
you will see the world
with a yellow tint...so, it
is how you look at it. Now
if you see a good, healthy
Goan and you think he is
a bouncer, it's your prob-
lem. We are a young po-
litical party and in this
young party, there are
many youngsters who
work out," Sardesai said.

Photos of the bounc-
ers guarding the office of
the South Goa Planning
and Development Author-
ity (SGPDA) during a meet-
ing on Thursday went viral
in social media resulting in
widespread criticism.
Sardesai also said that us-
ing the "bouncer" slur was
unfair and there was no
question of intimidating any-
one. "What is a bouncer? Don't
I look like a bouncer? Should I
roll up (his sleeves) and
show you, how it looks? If
they were healthy, you are
calling them bouncers? It
is an insult. A healthy per-
son can also be a Minister,
no?" Sardesai queried.

Ujjain (Madhya
Pradesh), March 1 (GNS)
:  The management of
Ujjain's Mahakal temple
on Friday barred a priest
from entering the temple
premises after a video al-
legedly showing the
priest molesting a minor
girl went viral in social
media.Ujjain Mahakal is
one of the 12 famous
"Jyotirlingas" of Lord
Shiva across the country.

Although the police
have not taken any action
yet, they said that if a for-
mal complaint is filed,
"we'll surely take action".

Ujjain's Mahakal temple bars priest
after molestation video goes viral

However, priest
Hemant Dubey has stated
that it is a conspiracy
hatched by older priests
of the temple to frame
him in the fake case.

In the wake of devel-
opment, the Congress
has questioned former
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chauhan as to
which political powers
are protecting criminals in
the state.State Congress
chief's media coordinator
Narendra Saluja on Friday
said in a statement that
Hemant Dubey, who is al-
legedly involved in many

criminal activities, has
connections with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)."Chauhan should
explain, who are the
people whose names are
surfacing during the two-
month-old Congress re-
gime. Who are the people
trying to challenge the law
and order and which po-
litical powers are protect-
ing them? Waiting for
your (Chauhan's) tweet,"
said Saluja.

New Delhi, March 1
(GNS) :  A parliamentary
panel on Friday suggested
that the government tell
the global community
more extensively and em-
phatically the reasons
behind India's targeted
attack on terror camps in
Pakistan.The suggestion
came here during a meet-
ing of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
External Affairs which
was briefed by Foreign
Secretary Vijay Gokhale.
Top officials of the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry were
also present.The meeting
comes after India's attack
on terror camps in the
neighbouring country, fol-
lowed by Pakistan's aerial
incursion.According to
sources, the members of
the panel, headed by Con-
gress leader Shashi
Tharoor, suggested that
the government tell the in-
ternational community
more extensively and em-
phatically that it was not
an attack on Pakistan but
a targeted attack on ter-
ror camps and terrorism.

Foreign Secretary
Gokhale briefed the mem-
bers of the parliamentary
panel on the sequence of
events from the air strikes
on terror camps in Paki-
stan to how the Indian

Tell global community reasons for
IAF strikes: Parliamentary panel

forces foiled Pakistan's
aerial incursion by shoot-
ing down one of their F-
16 fighter jets in a dog-
fight which also led to the
loss of one of India's MiG-
21 Bison fighter jets,
sources said.All mem-
bers of the panel hailed
the action of the Indian Air
Force and called it a "he-
roic job".Sources added
that Gokhale was also
asked about the third-
party intervention by the
US and the UAE, to which
he responded that he
"could not speak for US
President Donald Trump".

Trump had on Thurs-
day said that the US had
been "going at it" and had
been involved in trying to
have India and Pakistan
de-escalate the matter.
The US President had said
that there is "some rea-
sonably decent news"
and hopefully it's coming
to an end.Congress Presi-

dent Rahul Gandhi, who
is also a member of the
panel, was not present at
the meeting.Sources said
that the foreign secretary
also informed the mem-
bers about how India got
the support of the members
of the Organisation of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) on
the issue where External
Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj is a guest of
honour.A member present
in the meeting called the
meeting "good and con-
structive" and said the
purpose of the meeting
was part of "parliamen-
tary accountability". India
and Pakistan engaged in
aerial hostilities along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir for
the first time since 1971
on Wednesday after the
February 14 Pulwama ter-
ror attack that killed 40 Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
troopers in Kashmir.

Kolkata, March 1
(GNS) :  Candidates in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions will have to declare
their offshore moveable
assets and liabilities in
their affidavit, as per an
amendment made by the
Election Commission of
India (ECI), an official
said on Friday.

"To ensure that all
moveable assets are re-
flected in the affidavit
given by the candidates,
a further category 'off-
shore assets' has been
included for details of de-
posits of all assets and li-
abilities in foreign coun-
tries," Additional Chief
Electoral Officer, West
Bengal, Sanjay Basu told
reporters.

He said Form 26 has
been amended to ask
candidates to submit a

Election candidates must
declare offshore assets now

statement of their income
tax (I-T) returns for the
last five years while they
earlier had to file a state-
ment of their (I-T) returns
for just one year.

Alongside details of
spouse and three depen-
dents in the family, a new
row has been inserted
bearing the title Hindu
Undivided Family for PAN
details and status of I-T
filing.

The office of the Chief
Electoral Officer of the
state will convene a meet-
ing with all political par-
ties regarding the
changes, he said.

Chief Electoral Officer
of Bengal, Aariz Aftab
said as per the ECI guide-
lines this year all polling
stations will have voter-
verifiable paper audit trail
(VVPAT) along with the

Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs).

The VVPAT will allow
the voter to see whether
the paper trail displays the
same choice that he/she
had pressed in the EVM.

Another major change
is that both candidates
and political parties can
spend up to Rs 10,000 in
cash. Any expenditure
above this has to be
made in electronic mode
like RTGS or by cheque,
draft, etc, he said.

"As far as donation is
concerned, candidates
cannot take more than Rs
10,000 in cash. Even in
this case, anything above
this amount has to be in
electronic form," he said.

The ECI has launched
a new GIS-enabled mo-
bile application called
'cVIGIL', which creates a
fast-track complaint re-
ception and redressal
system.

"Using this app any
citizen can either take a
photograph or make a two
minute video if they see
any violation of the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC)
or expenditure and up-
load it," he said.

Aftab said no content
must be uploaded from
phone memory, only live
photo or video can be
shared. A person can do
it anonymously or share
personal details and he/
she will be updated about
the status within 100 min-
utes, he added.

Police arrest LeT
militant
involved in
weapon
snatching

Srinagar, March 1
(GNS) :  The police on
Friday arrested a
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
militant who was involved
in weapon snatching in-
cidents.

"Based on a specific
input regarding the move-
ment of a suspected per-
son near the Bone and
Joint Hospital here, a spe-
cial team of Srinagar Po-
lice apprehended a per-
son.

"On questioning, he
identified himself as
Showket Ahmed Khan, a
resident of Budgam dis-
trict associated with the
LeT, the banned terrorist
organisation. His code
name is Aumer Bhai," the
police said.

"The arrested person
was involved in weapon
snatching incidents. Fur-
ther questioning is going
on," the police said.

Although the police
are yet to confirm it offi-
cially, sources said the
arrested person was a
constable who worked
with the state armed po-
lice before going under-
ground. "He is believed to
be involved in the weapon
loot that took place on De-
cember 31, 2018 when
four rifles went missing
from the guard's room of
a Congress legislator in
Jawahar Nagar area of
Srinagar," sources said.

Abhinandan has inspired
country with bravery: Vijayan

Thiruvananthapuram, March 1 (GNS) :  Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Viajayan said on Friday that IAF pi-
lot Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman has in-
spired the entire country with his bravery and con-
duct.

"It is heartening to learn about the release of Wing
Commander Abhinandan. He has inspired the entire
country with his bravery and conduct. His return also
gives hope for peace between the two countries," the
CPI-M leader said.

"On behalf of the people of Kerala, I welcome and
congratulate him," wrote Vijayan on Facebook.

The IAF pilot was taken captive in Pakistan when
his MiG-21 Bison jet was shot down during a dogfight
and crashed into Pakistani territory on February 27.



Saturday, March 2, 2019STANDARD POST, Hyderabad 3

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj addresses as ‘Guest of Honour’ at the 46th Foreign Ministers' Meet-
ing of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation in Abu Dhabi on Friday.

People shout slogans carrying a huge garland as they wait to welcome Indian pilot at India Pakistan border at
Wagah, 28 kilometers (17.5 miles) from Amritsar on Friday.

Mumbai/Dhule, March
1 (GNS) :  Congress
President Rahul Gandhi
on Friday targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
saying he has consistently
refused to answer
pointed questions on high
profile defence deals in
Parliament.

"Chowkidar chor hi
nahi, darpok bhi hai
(Chowkidar is not just a
thief, but also a coward),"
said Gandhi addressing a
huge public rally in
Mumbai's Bandra Kurla
Complex.

Gandhi, who kicked off
the Congress party's 2019
Lok Sabha campaign at
two public rallies in Dhule
and Mumbai, added that
he was ready for any
public debate on corrup-
tion, but the Prime Minis-
ter was scared and did
not accept the challenge.

Terming the Novem-
ber 2016 demonetisation
"a failed exercise",
Gandhi said: "You stood in
queues outside banks but
not industrialists and busi-
nessmen like Nirav Modi,
Mehul Choksi, Lalit Modi

OIC nations
important
partners in fight
against terror,
says official

Abu Dhabi, March 1
(GNS) :  The OIC nations
have expressed zero tol-
erance towards terror-
ism, T.S. Tirumurti, Sec-
retary of Economic Rela-
tions at the Ministry of
External Affairs, told the
media on Friday.

He said it was a "his-
toric day" in India's en-
gagement with the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) as on
the 50th anniversary of
the first session of the OIC
in 1969, India was invited
as the guest of honour at
the inaugural plenary of
the 46th session of the
Council of Foreign Minis-
ters of OIC.

He said it opened a
new chapter in India's en-
gagement with the OIC.

"In her address, the
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj under-
lined that the fight against
terrorism was not a con-
frontation against any re-
ligion. Her speech was
widely welcomed,"
Tirumurti said.

"All the speakers in the
session had no hesitation
in saying that they had
zero tolerance for terror-
ism," he added.

Responding to a me-
dia query on the Pakistan
Foreign Minister saying
that India had no moral
right to be present at the
OIC meet, the senior of-
ficial said: "The invitation
to India was extended in
recognition of its global
political stature as well as
its time-honoured and
deep-rooted cultural and
historical legacy and its
important Islamic compo-
nent."

 He pointed out that
OIC nations catered to
India's energy security
and were home to the 12
million strong Indian
diaspora. The volume of
India's trade with OIC
countries was $230 billion,
which was 30 per cent of
our total trade.He said the
OIC nations were India's
"important partners" in
fighting terrorism.

Modi, defence deals take centre
stage at Rahul Gandhi's rallies

or Vijay Mallya, who con-
verted their black money
into white from the com-
forts of their plush
homes."On the recent
border tensions, he said
Modi always claimed that
"India is united", but did
not miss any opportunity
to attack the Congress
and the opposition, not
even at the inauguration
of the National War
Museum."After the CRPF
troopers were martyred
and a war-like situation
came up, I instructed all
Congressmen and ap-
pealed to the countrymen
that nobody should
criticise the government
and India must stand
united at this critical hour,"
he said."We (the Opposi-
tion) decided that only
after the national crisis
gets over will we resume
politics. However, the
Prime Minister hasn't
given up his PR even for
five minutes," Gandhi
thundered.

Addressing another
rally in Dhule, Gandhi said
that ever since Modi and
the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) took over in 2014,
the Prime Minister had
been making promises
but did nothing to imple-
ment them.Attacking the
government on issues of
farmers and the youth,
he said Modi had claimed
that every 24 hours, 450
youth were being given
jobs but China created
50,000 jobs every day,
"and we have to overtake
China and only the Con-
gress can do this."He said
Modi attempted to dilute
the Land Acquisition Bill
thrice but on all occasions
the Congress, despite its
small strength in Parlia-
ment, successfully stalled
it.He pointed out that the
government had given Rs
17 per family to the farm-
ers but had written off
loans worth Rs 3.50 lakh-
crore of 15-25 big indus-
trialists.

He said the Congress
and the Nationalist Con-
gress Party were fighting
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions in alliance. "The
people of Maharashtra
will unite and teach a les-
son to Modi and the BJP."

Kanyakumari (Tamil
Nadu), March 1 (GNS) :
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday made a
no-holds-barred attack
on some opposition par-
ties, accusing them of
questioning and doubting
the armed forces and
making statements that
favour Pakistan.

"Some parties are
converting their hate for
Modi into hate against the
nation. They are doubting
the armed forces and are
issuing statements
favouring Pakistan. They
are suspecting the fight
against terrorism. These
are the same people
whose statements are
being happily quoted in
the Parliament of Pakistan
and Radio Pakistan," he
told a public meeting here
after laying the founda-
tion stone of a railway line
between Rameshwaram
and Dhanushkodi.

Modi did not take the
name of any party in his
attack at the meeting
which was also attended
among others by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister K.
Palaniswamy, whose
AIADMK has sealed a pact
with the BJP for contest-
ing the Lok Sabha polls.

The Prime Minister be-
gan his speech with the
statement that every In-
dian was "proud that the
brave" Wing Commander

Modi attacks rivals over surgical strikes
Abhinandan Varthaman,
taken captive by Pakistan,
hailed from Tamil Nadu.
He added: "I am proud
that India's first woman
Defence Minister is from
Tamil Nadu."

Then Modi referred to
the surgical strikes car-
ried out by the Army af-
ter the Uri terror attack
and the aerial attack on
the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) training camp last
month and quoted media
reports to say that when
the 26/11 terror attack
happened in Mumbai, the
armed forces sought per-
mission to conduct surgi-
cal strikes on terror
camps in Pakistan.

"But the UPA govern-
ment blocked it. Today
we are living in an era
when the armed forces
have full freedom. Terror-
ists and terrorism will be
curtailed even more. This
is the new India. The ter-
rorists will be paid back
with capital and interest.

"The armed forces
are protecting the nation.
I thank the armed forces.
Well, the entire nation is
proud of the armed forces
as does the entire world.
I salute all those who are
serving the nation. It is
their vigilance that keeps
our nation secure," he
said.

Attacking the opposi-
tion parties, Modi said: "I

want to ask them (par-
ties) -- do you want to
support our armed forces
or raise doubts about
them? Do they want to
back our armed forces or
support those forces
which are helping foment
terrorism on our soil?

"Modi will come and
go but India remains.
Please don't weaken the
country in trying to
strengthen yourselves
politically. Don't play with
the defence and security
of the country. We are
Indians first. Your politics
can wait," he said.

Modi then turned his
attack on the Congress
over corruption.

Referring to a late
Prime Minister's talk of
only 15 paise out of a Ru-
pee going to the poor and
an "arrogant" Minister
claiming 'zero loss' in the
spectrum case, he said:
"Some talk of corruption
as a way to life. It may
be acceptable to them but
not to me."

He said the NDA gov-
ernment had taken his-
toric steps against cor-
ruption.

"The corrupt have to
now give answers. The
famous recounting Minis-
ter, who had insulted the
middle class, now has to
go to courts for bail for
'family pack' like the first
family of the Congress

party.
"People have to an-

swer. We have come
down heavily on corrup-
tion. But we have also
rewarded the honest tax
payer... Did the govern-
ments of the past ever
think of providing relief to
the middle class?"

The Congress' eco-
nomic culture benefited
only the ruling family and
those close to them, he
alleged.

"If there was anyone
who spoke against the
Congress economic cul-
ture, it was Rajaji who
hailed from Tamil Nadu.
We are implementing his
policies and India is ris-
ing on the ease of doing
business from the position
of 77 five years ago to
142 now in the global in-
dex."

He said for the Con-
gress social justice was
just a slogan and during
its regime there were in-
numerable atrocities
against Dalits. He also ac-
cused the Congress of
having defeated B.R.
Ambedkar twice in elec-
tions.

Modi said the choice
for the people in the 2019
elections was between
two sides.

"On the one side
strength and stability and
the other stands weak-
ness and vulnerability. Our
leadership work culture is
known across India; they
are confused and have no
leadership. They have no
interest in the nation or
people and are shame-
lessly indulging in corrup-
tion."

The Prime Minister
also came down heavily
on the DMK for politicking
over portfolios after the
2004 elections which
brought the UPA to power.

Lucknow, March 1 (GNS) :  Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Sunil Arora
on Friday said the ongoing tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan will have no
bearing on the upcoming general elec-
tions in April-May this year.

Arora was responding to a query on
whether the polls could be postponed
in the wake of the situation post the
February 14 Pulwama attack on a CRPF
convoy in Jammu and Kashmir and the
subsequent Indian Air Force (IAF) strike
on terror camps across the border.

Talking to reporters at the Yojana
Bhawan in the Uttar Pradesh capital, the
top poll panel official said: "Elections will
be held on time."

When asked about the possible no-
tification of the Lok Sabha poll dates,
Arora said the media and the country
would come to know of it through the
"usual press conference", as is the
norm.In the state capital to assess the
preparedness of Uttar Pradesh -- a state
which sends 80 members to the Lok
Sabha, Arora said that the poll panel is
committed to holding a "free, fair,
peaceful and transparent polls" and that
all steps are being taken to ensure this.

"The Election Commission (EC) has
a detailed action plan to address issues
put to it," the CEC said while referring
to the various suggestions, problems
and issues shared with it during the
meetings with state bureaucrats, police
officials and representatives of political
parties.He also trashed the often asked
question on the fairness of the electronic
voting machines (EVMs). "They are fool-
proof, as has been proved many times
in the past," he added.

Arora said that "unfortunately, EVMs
have booms like footballs, where every-
one is playing to his own".

EVMs, he added, had been used in

LS polls on time, says CEC Sunil Arora
various elections, in which one or the
other party won. "When the election
outcome is not in favour of some, they
start raising objections and questions,"
he said, adding that the poll panel has
gone into the issue and found nothing
wrong with the machines.

He also announced that Voter Veri-
fiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) will
also be used in the 1,63,331 polling sta-
tions of the state during the Lok Sabha
elections. A campaign to make people
aware of this mechanism will also be
rolled out in Uttar Pradesh and other
states to ensure that they have com-
plete understanding, the CEC said.

On being asked about the reaction
of the political parties in the state to
their reassurances about the credibility
of EVMs, the CEC told IANS: "We have
made ourselves clear to the best of our
ability and hope the message is clear."

Arora also announced that an App
called C-Vigil will be used extensively
during the Lok Sabha polls across the
nation. This App, which was used suc-
cessfully in Bengaluru during the
Karnataka Assembly polls last year, aims
at providing a platform to the common
man to file complaints and even know
the action taken thereafter.

In the pilot, the poll panel had
28,000 complaints and in case the com-
plainant wanted the identity to be kept
secret, the action taken was published
in the local media at a cost borne by
the EC, the CEC added.The CEC also
said that changes have been made in
the Form 26 wherein the affidavits by
candidates would have to include the
husband, wife, children, dependants
domestic and even foreign properties
in their declaration. These would then
be handed over to the Income Tax De-
partment for verification.

IAF officer killed
in chopper crash
cremated in
Varanasi

Varanasi, March 1
(GNS) :  The mortal
remains of Indian Air
Force flight engineer
Vishal Pandey, who was
one of the six persons
killed in the Mi-17
transport chopper crash
in Budgam district of
Kashmir earlier this
week, were consigned
to flames at his native
place in Varanasi, on
Friday.In an emotionally
surcharged atmosphere,
the funeral pyre was lit
by Pandey's younger
brother Akash at the
Harish Chandra ghat
crematorium on the
banks of the Ganga.
Hundreds of people
from all walks of life,
including teachers,
policemen and IAF
officials joined the last
rites.The airman's body
was brought by IAF
personnel to his home
late on Thursday amid
heart-rending scenes.
The 34-year-old was
cremated with full state
honours.

New Delhi, March 1
(GNS) :  Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari on Friday
said he was not in the
race for the prime
minister's post and as a
pure RSS man for him
the nation comes first.

"I have nothing to do
with it (Prime Minister
post). I am not in the
race to be the Prime
Minister. Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi is the
Prime Minister and will
be the Prime Minister
even after the elec-
tions," he said speaking
at the India Today
Conclave.

The Water Re-
sources Minister then
said, "I am an RSS man
and working for the
country is our mission.
Under Modiji, the
country is progressing.
So we all are behind
him. I am just another
worker in the
fulfilment of his vision.
Where does the
question of me be-
coming a Prime
Minister arise?" he

I am a pure RSS man, not in race
for Prime Minister's post: Gadkari

said.
Asked if he would

become the Prime
Minister if the BJP gets
only about 200 seats
in the elections, he
replied that "thinking
about Prime Minister's
post is like 'mungeri
lal ke haseen sapne'
(day dreaming)."

"And we are going
to get clear majority
in 2019 elections as
well," he said.

When asked about
'Congress mukt
Bharat' (Congress free
India), Gadkari said,
"The ideologies of
both the parties are
different and we are
not enemies of each
other.

There can be
difference of opinion...
It is human behaviour, it
is our tradition. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee,
Jawaharlal Nehru and
even Modiji welcomes
the opposition party."

Gadkari said the
Ganga river will be clean
in the next 13 months.

"And during my recent
visit for 'Kumbh Snan'
people told me that for
the first time in 50 years
they had found the river
nirmal (clean)."

Highlighting the
works of his ministry, he
said that on the Yamuna
river in Delhi he was
working on 13 projects
worth Rs 4,500 crore
besides the work on the
Ramnadi, Kali Ganga
and 40 tributaries.

He also said that
highway projects worth
Rs 50,000 crore were
underway.

"A bridge at Dhaula
Kuan to decongest Delhi
will be inaugurated on
Saturday when I return
from Nagpur and a
foundation stone will be
laid by the Prime
Minister for Dwarka
Express Highway soon,"
he said.

Gadkari also said that
by March this year, the
construction of highways
is likely to reach 34 km
per day against 28 km
per day last year.
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Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industry under
the leadership of Union
Minister Smt Harsimrat
Kaur Badal is leading the
food processing industry
in India from the front.
The efforts of the Minis-
try have led to a FDI in
the food processing sec-
tor in India rising by 24
per cent in 2017-18. High-
lights of the major
achievements are as fol-
lows

Mega Food Parks:
Ministry of Food Pro-

cessing Industries is fo-
cusing on boosting the
food processing industry
so that agriculture sector
grows exponentially and
become a major contribu-
tor to doubling the
farmer’s income and aid
‘Make in India’ initiative of
the government. To give
a major boost to the food
processing sector by add-
ing value and reducing
food wastage at each
stage of the supply chain
with particular focus on
perishables, Ministry of
Food Processing Indus-
tries is implementing
Mega Food Park Scheme
in the country. Mega Food
Parks create modern in-
frastructure facilities for
food processing along the
value chain from farm to
market with strong for-
ward and backward link-
ages through a cluster
based approach. Com-
mon facilities and enabling
infrastructure is created
at Central Processing
Centre and facilities for
primary processing and
storage is created near
the farm in the form of
Primary Processing Cen-
ters (PPCs) and Collection
Centers (CCs). Under the
Scheme, Government of
India provides financial
assistance upto Rs. 50.00
Crore per Mega Food
Park project.

Five Mega Food Parks
were inaugurated during
this period taking the to-
tal number of Mega Food
Parks in the country to 14.
These include

Paithan Mega Food
Park in Aurangabad Dis-
trict in Maharashtra

Gujarat Agro Infra-
structure Mega Food Park

Himalayan Mega Food
Park at Kashipur in
Udham Singh Nagar dis-
trict in Uttarakhand

Greentech Mega Food
Park at Roopangarh Vil-
lage in Ajmer, Rajasthan

Satara Mega Food
Park in Satara District,
Maharashtra

Towards cleanliness
Efforts towards clean-

liness were undertaken
under Swachhta
Pakhwada which was ob-
served from 16th to 31st
October. On the first day
the Minister launched the
campaign with the inau-
guration of a book “Waste
to Wealth Technology”
prepared by Indian Insti-
tute of Food Processing
Technology, Thanjavur,
Tamilnadu. During the
campaign industry bodies
like ASSOCHAM, FICCI,
DICCI, PHDCCI, AIFPA
and CII organised
Swachhta Awareness
Programme and training
camps for street vendors
on food safety across
New Delhi. The Minister
conferred prizes to
cleanest Mega Food Parks
and Cold Chains.

Standing with Kerala in
trying times

Ministry of Food Processing Industries
issues guidelines for Operation Greens

The Ministry made big
efforts to reach out to the
flood affected people of
Kerala during the devas-
tating floods. The Minis-
ter promptly called a
meeting of industry rep-
resentatives and sought a
cohesive effort towards
relief for the state. The
Minister spoke with Chief
Minister of Kerala and
promised all assistance
from the Ministry. Follow-
ing the call from the Min-
ister, food processing
companies made gener-
ous contributions to relief
efforts. Extension of time
for completion was ac-
corded to two Megal Food
Parks under implementa-
tion in the state.

Advances in Food Pro-
cessing Technology

International Confer-
ence on Recent Advances
in Food Processing Tech-
nology (iCRAFPT) was
organised at Indian Insti-
tute of Food Processing
Technology, Thanjavur in
Tamilnadu. The confer-
ence saw encouraging
participation from speak-
ers, both national and in-
ternational, and provided
a strong platform for
knowledge sharing and
meaningful discussionn
among the industry,
academia, researchers
and farmers which would
potentially take the food
sector growth to a newer
heights. Over 09 overseas
speakers, 77 Indian
speakers, 18 food indus-
try talks, 30 series lec-
tures, 2 panel discus-
sions, 8 student presen-
tation, 605 poster presen-
tation and 721 Abstract
Publication took place in
the conference which also
saw release of new tech-
nologies and an expo of
successful entrepreneurs
groomed by IIFPT.

Collaboration with in-
dustry also got a fillip in
the NIFTEM-Industry Fo-
rum organised at National
Institute of Food Technol-
ogy Entrepreneurship and
Management in Sonepat
in Haryana. The meeting
aimed to identify chal-
lenges being faced by the
Indian Food Industry, to
bridge industrial and aca-
demic gap by industry ori-
ented research projects,
promote science & tech-
nology collaboration
based on innovation by
developing new technolo-
gies, new product devel-
opment, refine exciting
technological infrastruc-
ture which can be com-
mercialized in future for
the development of food
processing sector. On the
occasion, the Minister
mooted the idea of a
‘Brand NIFTEM’ for pro-
cessed food which would
be healthier, fresher and
cheaper. The Minister
also highlighted that
NIFTEM was a one of its
kind institute and had the
potential to become the
Harvard of food process-
ing technology and man-
agement sector.

Creation of facilities at
NIFTEM:

The year saw NIFTEM
expanding its infrastruc-
ture and adding an Incu-
bation centre and Food
Testing Laboratory to its
repertoire. The labora-
tory would not only serve
as a Centre for certifica-
tion of food products but
would also undertake re-
search and innovation for
solving the problems of

the food industry and the
other stakeholders of the
food sector. The Center
would work in unison with
the regulators and the
policy makers for provid-
ing them all support for
developing standard test
protocols for various pa-
rameters of quality essen-
tial for domestic and in-
ternational market and
would serve as the Na-
tional Reference facility in
the years to come.

Modalities of Opera-
tion GREENS:

Operation Greens was
announced in the Budget
speech of 2018-19 with
an outlay of Rs 500
crores to stabilize the sup-
ply of Tomato, Onion and
Potato(TOP) crops and to
ensure availability of TOP
crops throughout the
country round the year
without any price volatil-
ity.

A major step was
taken when the Ministry
declared a two pronged
strategy for
operationalization of the
scheme which comprises
of Short term Price
Stabilisation Measures
consisting of a provision
of 50% of the subsidy on

Transportation of To-
mato Onion Potato(TOP)
Crops from production to
storage;

Hiring of appropriate
storage facilities for TOP
Crops;and Long Term In-
tegrated value chain de-
velopment projects.

Capacity Building of
FPOs & their consortium
Quality production Post-
harvest processing facili-
ties  Agri-Logistics Mar-
keting / Consumption
Points

Creation and Manage-
ment of e-platform for
demand and supply man-
agement of TOP Crops.

The Ministry declared
that organisations eligible
for the grant would in-
clude State Agriculture
and other Marketing Fed-
erations, Farmer Pro-
ducer Organizations
(FPO), cooperatives,
companies, Self-help
groups, food processors,
logistic operators, service
providers, supply chain
operators, retail and
wholesale chains and
central and state govern-
ments and their entities/
organizations.

Better connectivity for
grievance redressal:

The Ministry launched
an in-house tollfree Inter-
active Voice Response
service at 1-800-111175.
People applying under
various provisions of
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
SAMPADA Yojana can call on
this number and get their
queries resolved by the con-
cerned department.

International Outreach
MoFPI has made nu-

merous forays even at the
international level by way
of participation in interna-
tional events and hosting
of international dignitar-
ies and representatives of
foreign companies at the
Ministry; prominent
among these being the
inauguration of SIAL Paris
by Union Minister in Oc-
tober. Bilateral meeting
was also held with the
French Agriculture minis-
ter for mutual coopera-
tion. The Minister also
met representatives from
French company, Soufflet
and CEO Cemafroid, in-
ternational experts in cold

chain, refrigeration & air
conditioning and dis-
cussed possibilities for
collaborations and sup-
port in developing cold
chain equipment testing
laboratories in India.

Apart from this, rep-
resentatives and delega-
tions from various nations
called on the Minister to
discuss opportunities of
investment and participa-
tion in food processing
sector.

Budget Provisions:
Allocation for Ministry

of Food Processing Indus-
tries was doubled in the
Budget 2018-19 to Rs.
1400 Crores and Rs. 500
crore was allocated for
‘Operation Greens’ to ad-
dress price volatility of
perishable commodities
like Tomato, Onion and
Potato (TOP). The
Ministery also initiated a
proposal for the setting
up of aSpecialized Agro
Processing Financial Insti-
tutions to unlock finance
for establishing food pro-
cessing industries. These
institutions would help
overcome the deterrents
faced while installing food
processing projects that
are capital intensive and
have long gestation pe-
riod, by ensuring timely,
accessible and affordable
credit to this sector.

Skill Development
The Ministry launched

a new sub-scheme i.e.
Scheme for Human Re-
sources and Institution –
Skil l Development
(SHRISD) for assisting
skilling infrastructure and
Development of Course
Curriculum with a budget
outlay of Rs.27.50 Crore
from 2017-18 to 2019-20
with following two com-
ponents

1. Development of
Course Curriculum /
Training Module in En-
glish, Hindi and transla-
tion of the same in rec-
ognized regional lan-
guages based on the
Qualification Packs (QPs)
validated by National Skill
Development Corpora-
tion( (NSDC) as National
Occupational Standards.

Grants-In-Aid is pro-
vided to the eligible Insti-
tutions upto a maximum
of Rs.5.00 lakh per QP for
development of training
module both in print and
multimedia for each job role
and, up to a maximum of
Rs. 0.50 lakh per QP is pro-
vided for the translation of
already developed training
modules in recognized re-
gional languages as per 8th
schedule.

2. Establishing Train-
ing Centre (TC) / Expan-
sion of Existing Training
Centre to impart skill/ train-
ing on various job roles in
food processing as per the
National Skill Qualification
Framework (NSQF).

Grants-In-Aid is pro-
vided at the rate of 50%
of cost of plant & machin-
eries required for a Na-
tional Skills Qualifications
Framework (NSQF) vali-
dated training module
subject to maximum of
Rs. 15 lakh per training
module and limited to
maximum two training
modules per Training
centre(TC).

The Minister also
launched Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Kendra in Patiala
where 1000 students will
get free training in skill
Development every year
in the multiple courses.

Advanced brain simulator to help
understand neurological disorder

In a bid to improve understanding of neurologi-
cal disorders, researchers have created a fast and
energy-efficient simulation of part of a rat brain by
using computer chip manufacturer NVIDIA's Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) compute platform.

Developing faster and more efficient simulators
could increase the level of understanding the brain
function and identify how damage to a particular
structure in neurons can lead to deficits in brain
function.For creating the simulator, the research-
ers used computer hardware designed for 3D
games, according to the study published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Neuroscience.The study showed that
a single Graphics Processing Unit (GPU) was able to
achieve processing speeds up to 10 per cent faster
than is currently possible using either a
supercomputer or the SpiNNaker neuromorphic sys-
tem, a custom-built machine.

The team was also able to achieve energy sav-
ings of 10 times compared to either the SpiNNaker
or supercomputer simulations.The academics hope
that the flexibility and power of GPUs means that
they could play a key role in creating simulators
capable of running models that begin to approach
the complexity of the human brain.

"Our work shows that, in the near term, they
(GPUs) are a competitive design for high perfor-
mance computing and have the potential to make
advances far beyond where CPUs have brought us
to so far," said Thomas Nowotny Professor of
Informatics at the University of Sussex in Britain.
"We are very impressed by the use of the NVIDIA
AI compute platform for brain simulations spear-headed
at the University of Sussex and are glad we are able to
support research at the leading edge of computational
neuroscience as well as AI," Chris Emerson, Head
of Higher-Education and Research Sales in UK and
Ireland at NVIDIA, said in a statement.

Here's how gut bacteria can
curb harmful effects of high BP

To a large extent our well-being depends on
what bacterial guests in our digestive tract consume
as researchers have found that beneficial gut mi-
crobes can produce from dietary fibre a fatty acid
called propionate which can protect against the
harmful consequences of high blood pressure.

The substance calms the immune cells that drive
up blood pressure, according to the study published
online in the journal Circulation.

"Propionate works against a range of impair-
ments in cardiovascular function caused by high
blood pressure," said lead researcher Dominik
Muller, Professor at Max Delbrck Center for Molecu-
lar Medicine in the Helmholtz Association in Berlin,
Germany."This may be a promising treatment op-
tion, particularly for patients who have too little of
this fatty acid," Muller said.

The results explain why a diet rich in fibre, which
has been recommended by nutrition organisations
for many years, helps prevent cardiovascular
diseases.Whole-grain products and fruits, for ex-
ample, contain cellulose and inulin fibers, from which
gut bacteria produce the beneficial molecules like
propionate.For the study, the researchers fed pro-
pionate to mice with elevated blood pressure. Af-
terwards, the animals had less pronounced dam-
age to the heart or abnormal enlargement of the
organ, making them less susceptible to cardiac ar-
rhythmia. Vascular damage, such as atherosclero-
sis, also decreased in mice, the study said.

Low Vitamin D intake
found in asthma patients

The recent research has found a reduced Vita-
min D intake in occupational asthma patients.

Previously, Vitamin D intake was rarely evalu-
ated in cases of occupational asthma regardless of
it being an important part of nutrition.The main
objective of this study was to assess the Vitamin D
intake in occupational asthma patients and its rela-
tion with body mass index, co-morbidities related
to Vitamin D deficit, lung function and quality of life.

The researchers found a reduced Vitamin D in-
take in both obese and non-obese asthma patients.
The study was published in JAMA Network Open.

Lower intake was found in mild asthma group
compared to severe asthma group. Regression
analysis revealed a different pattern in the asthma
groups.

The Impact score in irritant asthma indicated a
stronger relationship with BMI while the symptom
score in allergic asthma group was closely associ-
ated with the Vitamin D intake.

The researchers concluded that the relation be-
tween obesity and Vitamin D on clinical cores and
lung function depended on the asthma phenotype.

It was recommended that the nutritional inter-
ventions in all occupational asthma phenotypes
should be an important aspect in future treatments,
especially targeting body fat reduction and achieve-
ment of daily recommended intake of Vitamin D.

For Congress, contesting
Lok Sabha polls appears
to be uphill task

For the Congress party leader-
ship in BJP-ruled Himachal
Pradesh, contesting the parliamen-
tary polls appears to be an uphill
task.A majority of Congress lead-
ers apparently consider themselves
over the hill, while all four
imcumbent BJP Members of Par-
liament are enthusiastic about go-
ing to the voters again."There is
too much confusion over who will
lead the party in the Lok Sabha
elections or who will contest," a se-
nior state Congress leader, who did
not wish to be identified.

He said the party is divided in
two camps -- one led by six-time
Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh and
the other by former Union Minister
Anand Sharma.

Octogenarian Virbhadra Singh
has refused to contest the Lok
Sabha elections from the Mandi
seat he has thrice represented
since 1971.

Former state ministers Mukesh
Agnihotri and Asha Kumari and
former state party president
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu are also
reluctant to contest, party insiders
say.The reason they cited is the
party high command's decision not
to field incumbent legislators. "The
party cadre and the leaders are
confused about who their leader is
and who will take the party to vic-
tory," said a senior Congress leader,
a cabinet minister in the previous
Virbhadra Singh-led government.

Virbhadra Singh and his former
MP wife Pratibha Singh, who are
facing graft charges, are keen to
launch their first-time legislator son
Vikramaditya Singh from the Mandi
seat. So is incumbent legislator
Rajinder Rana, who is pleading the
case of his greenhorn son from
Hamirpur, a seat represented by
three-time MP Anurag Thakur of
the BJP. Rana has Virbhadra
Singh's backing."We are not in
favour of fielding sitting legislators
or kin of the leaders. We are going
take a final decision on candidates
soon," Congress state in-charge
Rajni Patil told reporters.

The BJP, led by Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur, seems confident of
doing well in the polls.

"During the last five years, there
has been unprecedented and
unparallel development. The
people of the country want Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to once
again lead the nation and thus,
would definitely support him."

On getting a free hand to lead
the party in the general elections,
he said: "Each and every party
worker of the BJP is our strength
and responsible for victory of the
party. Being head of the state, I
would have greater responsibility
to motivate rank and file to ensure
victory of the party."
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Maddie Mastro goes big on her first air during the women's halfpipe semifinals at the U.S. Open Snowboarding
Championships in Vail, Colorado.

Team Australia riders celebrate winning the men's team pursuit final during the UCI Track Cycling World
Championship in Pruszkow, Poland.

Mumbai, March 1 : In-
dia skipper Virat Kohli on
Friday said based on the
requirement of the team,
he will be "more than
happy to bat at number
four" in the World Cup,
beginning May 30.

"I've batted a lot of
times at number four. I
don't necessarily try it out
as I've done that a lot in
the past. My game doesn't
change much from num-
ber three to four because
template is quite similar.
In any given situation I try
to play the game I know,"
Kohli said on the eve of
ODI series against Austra-
lia.

When asked whether
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) will influence the
World Cup selection, Kohli
said he doesn't see any-
thing changing with how
the IPL goes for any
player.

"I don't see IPL influ-
encing the World Cup se-
lection. That would be very
radical analysis. We need
to have a solid team be-
fore we head into IPL. We
need to be clear as to
what we want during the
World Cup. If one or two

Ready to bat at four if
team requires, says Kohli

players don't have a good
IPL season, it doesn't
mean picture for World
Cup will change," he
pointed out.

Talking about the bowl-
ing options for the 50-over
world tournament, India
skipper said, "bowlers will
depend on the opposition
we will play, considering
who will be more effective
against the batsmen of
other team".

He further said, "If con-
ditions are seaming then
it will be more pace domi-
nating along with Hardik
(Pandya) who is the all-
rounder in the team. It is
all about the combinations.
I don't see one ahead of
the other.  Both
(Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav) of them
together are the strongest
spin bowling partners in
the world at the moment.
Our success in these
couple of years is mainly
because of these two
guys and their impact in
the middle overs and their
ability to pick wickets for
us."

When quipped if KL
Rahul will make it to the
World Cup squad, Kohli

said when Rahul plays he
operates at different level,
adding in patches over the
last season he has per-
formed brilliantly.

"He (Rahul) can keep
batting like that. It's diffi-
cult to find a consistent
batsman who can play
good cricketing shots and
still win you games. It's a
rare ability and I think he's
all the shorts. He can build
on this and get some
more innings under his
belt. He's made strong
case for himself in the
World Cup," he said.

India will host Austra-
lia for a five-match ODI
series to bring the curtain
down on their international
season ahead of the
World Cup. The first game
is scheduled on March 2
at the Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Stadium in
Hyderabad.

"Both the teams know
each other very well. Aus-
tralia has better idea of
playing in Indian condi-
tions because of their
number of players playing
in the IPL. So, we have
to be our absolute best.
N o t h i n g  c a n  b e
t aken lightly," Kohli said.

Hyderabad, March 1 :
Getting the combination
right for the World Cup will
be the central theme
when India take on Aus-
tralia in a five-match ODI
series starting here on
Saturday.

India were white-
washed 0-2 in the T20 se-
ries by the Aussies. But
after the two games, skip-
per Virat Kohli said it won't
impact much as the team
is hellbent on experiment-
ing with the XI to see which
combination would work
best in England and
Wales this summer.

"Every team will look to
fine-tune whatever they
need to before the World
Cup, and we'll keep doing
that in the ODI series too,
but we still want to win
every match we play,"
skipper Kohli had said af-
ter the Bengaluru T20
loss.

In the Indian probable
15-member squad, there
are two slots which are still
to be claimed and the four
contenders are K.L.
Rahul, Rishabh Pant,
Vijay Shankar and
Siddarth Kaul. Dinesh
Karthik, who has fallen out

Ahead of World Cup, India look to
continue experiments in Australia series

of favour of late, will also
believe he has an outside
chance.

Since returning to the
mix after his comments on
a TV show led to his ex-
pulsion, Rahul has given
a good account of himself
in the two T20s with
scores of 50 and 47.

All eyes will also be on
Pant, who hasn't been
consistent in the shorter
formats but has the talent
to take the game away
from the opposition on his
day. For Vijay Shankar,
Hardik Pandya's fitness
and his form could be an
opening for him but the
Tamil Nadu all-rounder
needs to improve his bowl-
ing.

Kaul is a wild card and
could get a look in with the
management still trying
with Khaleel Ahmed.

With Mohammed
Shami and Jasprit Bumrah
being automatic choices,
Kaul will probably get two
games to prove his worth.

Coming to the series,
the Australians will be high
on confidence after the T20
series win. But the 50-over
format will be a different
challenge altogether for

the visitors. India will wel-
come back Ambati
Rayudu, veteran all-
rounder Kedar Jadhav and
Shami in the mix.

Also the formidable
wrist spin pair of Kuldeep
Yadav and Yuzvendra
Chahal will be operating in
tandem to add pressure.

The Aussies, buoyed
by the maiden T20 triumph
over India, will be eager to
continue the momentum
they have gained.

Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (c),

Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit
Sharma, Ambati Rayudu,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
(wk), Kedar Jadhav, Vijay
Shankar, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami,
Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Rishabh Pant,
Siddarth Kaul, KL Rahul,
Ravindra Jadeja.

Australia: Aaron Finch
(c), D'Arcy Short, Shaun
Marsh, Marcus Stoinis,
Usman Khawaja, Alex
Carey, Peter Handscomb,
Ashton Turner, Adam
Zampa,  Jason
Behrendor ff, Jhye
Richardson, Pat Cummins,
Andrew Tye, N a t h a n
Coulter-Nile, Nathan Lyon.

Hyderabad, March 1 :
India captain Virat Kohli on
Friday said the World Cup
team will be decided be-
fore the Indian Premier
League (IPL) starts and
performances in the cash-
rich domestic T20 tourna-
ment will have no bearing
in team selection.

"No, I don't see the IPL
having any influence on
World Cup selection. I
think that will be very, very
radical sort of analysis,"
Kohli said on the eve of the
first ODI against Australia.

"We need to have a
solid team. Before we
head into the IPL, we need
to be absolutely clear of
what team we want for the
World Cup. I don't see any-
thing changing on how the
IPL goes for any of the
players. "If one or two play-
ers do not have a good IPL

World Cup team will be more or less
sorted out before IPL, says Virat Kohli

season, it doesn't mean
that they are out of the pic-
ture for the World Cup.
Those things are not go-
ing to matter," Kohli set the
record straight.

Young Rishabh Pant
has been in poor form of
late but Kohli said he will
be given more opportuni-
ties but not at the cost of
playing a bowler less.

"We will have to think
about the combinations. I
don't think play ing a
bowler less is a good
idea because with the
extra fielder in till the
40th over, it becomes
very difficult to sort of get
a few guys to chip in
with a few overs here
and there.

"We will have to work
out the batting combina-
t ion to  t ry  and g ive
game-time to the guys we

want to. But, I don't see
the bowling combination
changing," the skipper
said. Kohli also lavished
praise on KL Rahul and
hinted that he did impress
the team management
with his good shows in the
T20s

"It augurs really well.
KL, when he plays well, is
operating at a different
level I feel. We have seen
him do that in the IPL last
year and in patches over
the last season we played
as a team."

Kohli explained what
makes Rahul special.

"It's very difficult to find
a consistent player, who
can play good cricketing
shots and sti l l  win you
games at a strike-rate
of over 140 or 150. He
has all the shots and
has a solid game as well.

"

New Delhi, March 1 : League clubs are waiting for
a meeting with All India Football Federation (AIFF)
chief Praful Patel as their fate hangs in the balance.

With the I-League reaching its last lap for the 2018-
19 season, the question once again doing the rounds
is the much-talked about Indian Super League (ISL)
and I-League merger.

This is a possibility that has been doing the rounds
for the last few years. If some of the recent reports in
the media are to be believed, this could be the last
season for the I-League. This has created a kind of
uncertainty among the clubs involved.

A letter submitted by the eight I-League clubs --
Aizawl FC, Chennai City, Churchill Brothers, Gokulam
Kerala, reigning champions Minerva Punjab, Mohun
Bagan, Neroca and East Bengal -- asking for a meet-
ing with Patel to discuss their future has got no re-
sponse. The clubs that did not sign the letter were
Real Kashmir, Shillong Lajong (owned by AIFF vice-
president Larsing Ming Sawyan) and AIFF's own team
Indian Arrows.

A senior official of Minerva Punjab FC, a signatory
to the letter, told IANS, "We have not received any
confirmation about the meeting from the Federation."

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) constitu-

I-League clubs wait for meeting with AIFF chief
tion does not allow a member country to have two
national leagues running simultaneously. This was
made very clear by AFC General Secretary Dato'
Windsor John when he was in Kolkata for the FIFA U-
17 World Cup.

"It's not a question of what we are favouring. It's in
the AFC constitution that one country should have one
league.

 We just gave provision (for two leagues) for a tran-
sition period. That's all," Windsor told reporters. "There
will be one league for sure," he said.

While the AFC has already submitted a roadmap
for the merger to the AIFF, the implementation of the
roadmap is a huge task. All stake holders, including
clubs of both the I-League and ISL, have to be on the
same platform for the merger to become a possibility.

There is also the Football Sports Development Lim-
ited (FSDL) issue. The clubs in their letter have de-
manded that the country's top league should be run
by AIFF and not their commercial marketing partners
FSDL as they have a conflict of interest.

I-League CEO Sunando Dhar told IANS that
the president is yet to confirm any date for
the meeting. "We are yet to get a date for the
meeting from AIFF president Praful Patel", he said.

Sydney, March 1 :
Broadcasters in Australia
recently made a small ex-
periment where they al-
lowed no commentary in
cricket matches but the
stump mics were turned
on all the time. The Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC), now, is mulling to
replicate the same for the
upcoming cricket World
Cup. The tournament di-
rector Steve Elworthy said
that he is in favour of keep-
ing the stump mics turned
on all the times and as-
serted that the idea needs
to be discussed.

"From a fan engage-
ment point of view, being
able to do this for fans and
spectators who are com-

ICC mulls all-time-on stump mics for World Cup
ing to the game or are
watching on TV, these
things need to be dis-
cussed, and need to be
addressed, ESPNcricinfo
quoted Elworthy, as saying.
People want to get close to
their heroes. They want to
understand what goes on in
the heat of the battle. But
you've also got to under-
stand there are sensitivi-
ties around these things.
So it is a fine balancing
act," he said.

"But I would genuinely
like to see that accessi-
bility granted. I'd like to
see it when players do get
closer to the fans, [so] fans
and spectators can wit-
ness what actually goes
on the field, the director

added. Meanwhile, the
Federation of International
Cricketers' Associations
(FICA) has called for a pro-
tocol to govern the use the
audio of the stump mic.
FICA executive chairman
Tony Irish voiced his con-
cern saying that host
broadcasters might make
selective use of the audio.

ICC chief executive
David Richardson said that
from a disciplinary policing
point of view they will en-
sure consistent use of the
stump mic.

He further stated that
stump mic is a useful me-
dium to detect any offen-
sive language or behaviour.
What [ICC] will do, cer-
tainly from a disciplinary

policing point of view, we
will make sure that we will
apply [stump mics] con-
sistently," Richardson told
ESPNcricinfo. "So, al-
though the broadcaster
might decide not to broad-
cast to the public because
he might feel that some-
times the comments on
the field can be pretty ba-
nal and irritating, I suppose
to the viewers, as long as that
audio is still available to the
match officials to use if
necessary."

The audio from the
stump mic will allow us
to be more consistent in
how that particular type
of behaviour is policed.
As to the players may be
getting upset, that's silly.

Sydney, March 1 :
Steven Smith returned to
the nets for the first time
since his elbow injury in an
attempt to be fit for the 50-
over World Cup, starting
May 30.

Australia right-handed
batsman took Instagram
to share a video of him
having a hit. He can be seen
donning a New South Wales
shirt."Great to have my first
hit back today. The elbow is
feeling good!" Smith cap-
tioned the post.

Smith and David Warner
are both coming towards
the end of their 12-month

Elbow feeling good, says Smith on returning to nets
suspension from the inter-
national cricket for the ball-
tampering.

The duo are eligible to
return to Australia colours
on March 29, which is the
day of Australia's fourth
ODI against Pakistan in
the UAE, but Smith is un-
likely to be ready for that
while Warner could be
overlooked even if he re-
turns to playing by then
with the Indian Premier
League (IPL) that starts
March 23, ESPNcricinfo
reported. "From all ac-
counts they should both be
ready for the IPL, which is

really positive. Dave's
[David Warner] probably a
little more advanced but
my understanding is they
will be ready to go in the not-
too-distant future," Australia
coach Justin Langer said.

Australia will head from
India to the UAE to play five-
match ODI series against
Pakistan, the last interna-
tional fixture ahead of the
World Cup. The squad for
the 50-over global tourna-
ment needs to be named
by April 23, however, it can
be changed later. Langer
has spent time with both
Smith and Warner, with

them training separately
accompanying the New
South Wales squad.

"I speak to them all the
time. We are in touch all
the time. [I have] been in
touch with them for the last
nine months and, as it gets
closer to them coming back
in the squad, I am not sure it
increases - how much we
speak to each other," Langer
said. In their next assign-
ment, Australia will face
India for a five-match ODI
series. The first game will
take place at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium
in Hyderabad on March 2.

Tim Paine rested
from Sheffield
game

Delhi, March 1 : Aus-
tralia Test captain and
wicket-keeper Tim Paine
has been rested by Tas-
mania for their Sheffield
Shield fixture against Victoria
after pulling up a bit sore.

Paine sustained the in-
jury during a match against
South Australia in
Adelaide, which Tasmania
won by six wickets. How-
ever, coach Adam Griffith
stressed the injury is not
serious, though it comes
after the wicketkeeper
was struck down by illness
following the six-Text home
summer against India and Sri
Lanka his maiden campaign
on home soil as national
captain, Cricket Australia
reported.

"He is still getting over
a really long summer, both
mentally and physically.
He just was not moving
right in Adelaide, he was
still a bit sore. It is more
of a management thing it is
not a major injury or anything.
The prudent thing for us to
do with a lot of players we
have got four, maybe five
shield games in a short
space of time (after the Big
Bash League break) we
want to make sure we are
playing our best cricket .

Gagan Sethi
jumps to third
position after
stage 2 of JK Tyre
Himalayan Drive

Paro, March 1 : As the
JK Tyre Himalayan Drive
7 entered its final two
stages, Delhis Gagan
Sethi scripted a gallant
fightback to move up to
the third position here on
Friday. The JK Tyre Hornbill
TSD Driver champion Gagan
Sethi and co-driver Rajkumar
Mundra, who were not in the
reckoning after the initial
stages, showed great pre-
cision and skill to make up
for their opening day's loss
and get back into the
championship mix.

While there were a lot
of unfortunate incidents with
top contenders Pratick Sirkar
(& co-driver Debashish
Ghosh) and Ratan Pal (& co-
driver Prasenjit Roy) drop-
ping out of contention .

World No. 1
Naomi Osaka
hires new coach

Geneva, March 1 :
World number one Naomi
Osaka hired Jermaine
Jenkins, former hitting part-
ner to Venus Williams, as
her new head coach.

The 21-year-old Japa-
nese player took Twitter to
confirm the hiring. "Had a
great dinner with the
team. Also taking this
moment to thank Jermaine
for joining us and coming
on board lol," Osaka
wrote.

Jermaine, who is a
former All American colle-
giate star at Clemson Uni-
versity, served with Venus
from 2015 until the end of
last season. His brother
Jarmere is currently
Serena Williams' hitting
partner. Earlier in January,
Jermaine was named as
a national coach for
women's tennis by the
USTA Player Develop-
ment.

The reigning Australian
Open champion's an-
nouncement comes two
weeks after her decision
to part ways with coach
Sascha Bajin. "After this
tournament I would want
to start looking at people.
It is not really ideal to go.
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Actress Parul Yadav,
who is playing the lead
role in the Kannada
remake of the Bollywood
film "Queen", says from
removing the accused
from his position to
creating collective
consciousness among
people regarding sexual
harassment at the
workplace, #MeToo
movement is a positive
change in every work-
place including film
industry.

"The voice of women
has been suppressed for
years, it is great to see
how stories of injustice,
humiliation and harass-
ment not only come out
in the media but also
legal action has been
taken. There are film
directors who had to
stop working unless the
legal process gets over.
Now no member of the
fraternity can get away
after committing a crime
like sexual harassment,"
Parul said in an interac-
tion with .

Parul has been
working in the south
Indian film industry for
quite some time and has
received many awards
for her Kannada films.

In the Indian film
industry, several ac-
tresses like Malayalam
actress Parvathy,
Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut,
Nandita Das and Renuka
Shahane, among many
others, supported the
#MeToo movement
whereas actress
Tanushree Dutta was
one of the prominent

Actress Parul Yadav hails #MeToo
movement as 'positive change'

voices to come forward
with her story of sexual
harassment against
veteran actor Nana
Patekar.

Parul said: "This is
one of such movements
that has given women a
voice to take stand
against injustice...so
that the workplace
becomes more secure
for all of us."

Asked about if the
actress has ever spoken
to Vikas Behl, the
director of "Queen" who
is also accused of sexual
harassment, the actress
said: "When we decided
to remake the film in a
different language, I had
spoken to him once and
that's it. He said that it

would be better if I do
not watch the film
because that might
influence me prompt
me to copy the origi-
nal performance,
which none of us
wants."

The original film
"Queen" that released in
2014, has now four
versions - Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada and
Malayalam. While Parul
will be playing the
Kannada version, Kajal
Aggarwal, Tamannaah
and Manjima Mohan will
be in the lead role in
Tamil, Telugu and
Malayalam versions,
respectively.

The film is slated to
release in 2019.

Tougher to get break in films than in web shows: Nidhi
Actress Nidhi Singh says that for a newcomer, getting an oppor-

tunity in a Bollywood film is tougher as compared to bagging a digital
show.

"I think when it comes to working harder for grabbing opportuni-
ties, we are putting equal effort to everything but for a newcomer, it
is much tougher to get a break in a film than digital shows," Nidhi
told  here.

"In feature films, stakes are higher and that is why people invest
wisely on stars and popular faces over newcomers."

However, the actress is hopeful with the changing scenario in
Bollywood.

Citing the example of "Badhaai Ho", she said: "In that film, all the
good actors received appreciation for their work and the film also did
well at the box office. So I think such things will surely bring a change
and open doors for actors like us.

"The grandeur of 70 mm can never be replaced by anything, but
I see no reason for not doing other work while waiting for a good big
film coming my way."

The actress is popular for her work in web series like "Permanent
Roommates", "Man's World", "Humorously Yours" and "Apharan".
Nidhi also acted in the Netflix feature film "Brij Mohan Amar Rahe".

Asked if the growth of digital entertainment is helping to flourish
new talent like herself, Nidhi said: "The digital entertainment has
given opportunities to many talents and the job opportunities have
increased, not only for actors but for everyone who is involved in the
business."

"At the same time, big producers, filmmakers and Bollywood ac-
tors are also working on digital content... whether it is a web series
like 'Sacred Games' or a film like 'Lust Stories', the digital entertain-
ment is becoming more legitimate than earlier," she added.

A c t o r - p r o d u c e r
Shreyas Talpade says
that he wants to give 14
special mementos to his
wife Deepti on their 14th
wedding anniversary on
Monday."This anniversary is
going to be really special for
Deepti and me since we
have received the greatest
gift in this world -- our baby
Aadya," Shreyas said in a
statement." Aadya will be
celebrating her parents'
wedding anniversary and
the New Year for the first
time. It's the end of the
year and a great time to
make memories and with
our anniversary, it calls for

Shreyas' '14 special mementos' for
wife on wedding anniversary

a double celebration. It's
going to be a family cel-
ebration." Sharing more
about his plans for the an-
niversary, he said: "Since it's
our 14th wedding anniver-
sary, I wanted to give her
14 special mementos for
each of the year that we

spent together. We will be
travelling somewhere out-
door. "The couple had met
at a college event. The
"Iqbal" actor had visited the
college as a celebrity guest
and Deepti was a student
there. They tied the knot
on December 31, 2004.

Aamir Khan announces
new film for small screen

Megastar Aamir Khan on Monday announced his
new production, "Rubaru Roshni", which will premiere
on the small screen.Aamir, along with his wife Kiran
Rao, has produced the feature film, which will pre-
miere on January 26, 2019.

"Hey guys, our next film from Aamir Khan Produc-
tions (AKP) is premiering on StarPlus, on January
26,2019 at 11 am. It's something that Kiran and I have
produced, and which we are very close to. 'Rubaru
Roshni'.

Don't miss it," tweeted Aamir, who made his small
screen debut with "Satyamev Jayate".The film is di-
rected by Svati Chakravarty.Aamir, who faced failure
this year with "Thugs of Hindostan", also shared a
video clip, in which he said: "On Republic Day, what
are you doing? I mean, after the flag hoisting because
I have a plan for you.""I would like to present a very
special thing in front of you. No it is not a new episode
of 'Satyamev Jayate', but if touches the heart only then
it will make sense, so let us meet on January 26."
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Need to focus on gender equality and safety
of women through gender sensitization : VP

(By Mohd Rafi)
Hyderabad, March 1 :

The Vice President of In-
dia, M. Venkaiah Naidu
has said that the educa-
tion we impart in our
schools, colleges and uni-
versities must lead to self
discovery, enlightenment
and awakening of an in-
dividual. He was address-
ing the gathering at the
Platinum Jubilee Celebra-
tions of Andhra Vidyalaya
College of Arts, Science
& Commerce, in
Hyderabad today. The
Minister for Education,
Telangana, G. Jagdish
Reddy and other dignitar-
ies were present on the
occasion.

The Vice President said
that by 2020, the median
age in India will be just
28, compared to 37 in
China and the US, 45 in
Western Europe, and 49
in Japan. Demographics
is a game changer in eco-
nomic development and
can transform the pace
and pattern of economic
growth, he added.

Naidu said that invest-
ing in people through
healthcare, quality educa-

tion, jobs and skills helps
build human capital. He
further said that though
India has made consid-
erable gains in human
development, it sti l l
grapples from chal-
lenges of illiteracy, big
barriers to secondary
schooling, low-quality
public services, and
gender discrimination.
It is time for India to
pursue a much more ag-
gressive education plan,
exploiting the new tech-

nology opportunities, he
added.The Vice President
said that there should be
renewed focus on gender
equality and safety of
women through gender
sensitization and gender
sensitization must begin
at the home, schools and
colleges.

He urged the institu-
tion to do everything in its
power to encourage more
and more young women
to avail opportunities of
higher education.Saying

that even when jobs are
available, candidates with
the right skill set that fit
the job are not avail-
able, the Vice President
suggested to tackle this
issue with the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojna 2.0 which has
been launched in Octo-
ber 2016 and aims to
train 10 Million Youth
over a period of 4 years.

Advising to pay atten-
tion to equity in access to
education, the Vice Presi-

dent said that women and
girls, Scheduled Castes
and Tribes, differently-
abled and minority groups
need to have a barrier
free and equitable access
to higher education.

Quoting Swami
Vivekananda’s exhorta-
tion a hundred years ago
- “Awake, arise and stop
not ti l l your goal is
reached”, Shri Naidu said
that this world is full of
opportunities and one
must seize them.

Awareness Programme on GST and EDC for GM, DICs

(By SP Bureau)
Hyderabad, March 1 :

An awareness
programme on GST and
EDC for General Manag-
ers of DICs , Govt of
Telangana and Represen-
tatives of Industry Asso-
ciations was conducted
today i.e on 1-03-2019 at
MSME-DI, Hyderabad.
The meeting was at-
tended by the General
Managers of District In-
dustries Centres from
Telangana, Yerram Raju
from Telangana Health
Clinic Limited and repre-
sentatives from Industry
associations Raj Kumar,

Addl Director, Commis-
sioner of Industries, Govt
of Telangana speaking on
the occasion appreciated
MSME-DI for conducting this
awareness programme
and expressed his desire
to work in tandem with
MSME-DI for the benefit
entrepreneurs in the
state.

He said that most of
the of existing and bud-
ding entrepreneurs are
not aware of the Central/
State Govt Schemes and
felt the necessity to bring
the benefits of these
schemes to them. He ex-
plained a few State Govt

schemes TS-IPASS a
Single Window service
disseminating information
about Central and State
Govt schemes.

He said that four fa-
cilitation centres have
been set up in various dis-
tricts to disseminate in-
formation about various
schemes to the entrepre-
neurs and 4 GMs are pro-
viding assistance relating
to delayed payments. He
briefed about the EDP,
SDP and cluster develop-
ment programmes con-
ducted by them. He re-
quested  D.Chandra
Sekhar, AIA to look into

early approval of a few
financial proposals sub-
mitted by them which will
enable them to provide
better services to the en-
trepreneurs. He urged
Additional Industrial Ad-
viser to have this kind of in-
teractions and coordination
with MSME so that the State
Govt officials will enhance
their knowledge on GST,
GST and GeM etc.

Yerram Raju,
Telangana Health Clinic
Services Limited in his talk
explained about the ac-
tivities being taken up by
THCL one among them is
creating Accountants for
proper upkeep of records
and accounts of a com-
pany in compliance of
rules and regulations en-
visaged for the MSE units
which may help them to
run in profitable manner.
He said that there is a need
to conduct programmes in
coordination with MSME,
DICs, banks and industry
associations. He desired
that with this proper co-
ordination will make in-
dustry healthy.

He said that THC is
striving for the revival of
sick units in Telangana
State and as a part of the

same, THCL is providing
online services where any
sick unit can approach
them through mobile app
or website.

The details submitted
by the unit will be com-
municated to the con-
cerned DIC to seek steps
to revive the sick unit. He
expressed his deep con-
cern towards the growing
percentage of sick units
due to power shortage
and other various reasons
and urged MSME and State
Govt officials in addition to
bringing awareness
among the MSE units re-
garding by conducting
such programmes in all
districts.

While welcoming the
officers of MSME-DIs who
have attended the train-
ing, D.Chandra Sekhar,
Addl.Industrial Adviser of
MSME-DI, Hyderabad
briefly explained working
of first EDC Cell which
started to functioning at
MSME-DI, Hyderabad re-
cently.

He further informed
that as per the instruction
of DC(MSME), MSME-DI,
Hyderabad has prepared
a draft guidelines on EDC,
which is proposed to be

setup at National level to
Panchayat Level, wherein
National Enterprise Re-
source Centre(NERC) will
function at National Level,
REDC at Regional Level,
MSME-DI-EDC at MSME-
DI level, District level
DIC-EDC, Block level
EDC and Panchayat
level EDC. The concept
of the proposed EDC is
based on three vital as-
pects, ie. dissemination
of information, .facilita-
tion and handholding for
both aspiring and existing
entrepreneurs.

The inaugural session
concluded with a vote of
thanks proposed by
R.Viswanathan, ,
Dy.Director of MSME-DI,
Hyderabad

The inaugural session
was followed by a Tech-
nical session, wherein
R . V i s w a n a d h a n ,
Dy.Director, Vijay Sirsat,
Dy.Director Sanjeev Saini,
Asst.Director, Rajesh
Yadav Asst.Director and
G.S.Bist, Asst.Director
briefed the participants
on various aspect of EDC
Cell of MSME-DI, its func-
tioning and achieve-
ments, with the help of
audio visual aids.

Police held 1 with
50-gram gold,
500-gram silver

Hyderabad, March 1 (IPT) : Police on Friday claimed
to have arrested a person allegedly involved in gold
and silver robbery. Police have seized 50-gram gold
and 500-gram silver from his possession.

The accused identified as Shaik Ismail is said to
be allegedly involved in 13 different cases and was
also held earlier for his involvement in nine cases by
the police.

Anjani Kumar, Commissioner of Police, said, "On
the basis of credible information our team appre-
hended Shaik Ismail, a habitual offender."

"He used to go from one colony to another, target-
ing school children by introducing himself as a friend.
After befriending them, he used to ask children to get
gold and silver ornaments on the pretext of making
various designs," he said."After getting gold or silver,
he would divert children's attention and elope with
the precious metals. Further investigation in the mat-
ter is underway," said Kumar.

Hyderabad, March 1 :
Chief Electoral Officer, Dr
Rajath Kumar today sug-
gested to  the contesting
political leaders to submit
genuine details to the
Election Commission and
warned of criminal case
and action if wrong infor-
mation is filed. There was
an increase of 20 per
cent of paid news and a
panel will be formed in
districts to check the
same,  he said.

He suggested the me-
dia including print and
electronic to stop propa-
gating hate and intoler-
able speech. During a
workshop on media role
on elections,  Rajat
Kumar asked the media to
avoid hate speech and
news that will provoke

Media should avoid hate news,
says CEO Rajath Kumar

people on  the basis of
caste, community or reli-
gion.

The meeting gets im-
portance ahead of Loko
Sabha polls. The role of
Journalists is key to the
people  and also for the
political parties,  and in-
formation should be ob-
jective in  manner and not
baseless speculations and
rumours.

He said that steps will
be taken to correct data
that maligns the image of
the candidates or a politi-
cal party. Media has to
focus on the opinion polls
or elections with accurate
data.

The CEO asked the
candidates in fray to sub-
mit Form-26 with correct
information and the EC is

vigilant of paid news. He
said that 1,403 cases of
paid news registered so
far during the 2018 As-
sembly elections with 20
per cent rise. He observed
that some publications
favour some political par-
ties and it can’t be con-
sidered as paid news and
specific news about can-
didates and similar pro-
motion in multiple publi-
cations can be consid-
ered.

Rajat Kumar said that
voters awareness pro-
grams will be conducted
informing voters about
the voting process and
details. He also said the
media should avoid airing
any final, formal and defi-
nite results until EC de-
clare them officially.

Education,
health for
all: Etala

Hyderabad, March 1 :
Health Minister E
Rajender today said that
the government aims to
provide the best health
and education to the
people. He visited NIMS
here and inspected vari-
ous wards on the occa-
sion.

The minister inter-
acted with the patients on
treatment and healthcare
facilities being provided in
the NIMS hospital. Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao is for providing qual-
ity education and health
services to all in the state,
he said. ‘

We have taken steps
for better facilities and in-
frastructure’ Rajender
said. On getting state-
hood, Telangana govern-
ment has developed its
hospitals to a great  ex-
tent and providing the
best healthcare services,
he claimed. The Cancer
wing was developed with
all latest facilities, he said.
The health minister also
said that more funds will
be given for the hospital
to improve the services
for the people.

Comprehensive Master
Plan for Hyd; CS holds
meeting with officials

Hyderabad, March 1 : In tune with the Chief
Minister’s vision for bringing a transformative and in-
novative change of Hyderabad city, a high level pre-
paratory meeting with all the line departments was
held at the secretariat today. Presiding over the meet-
ing Chief Secretary Dr S K Joshi asked the officials to
submit the details along with the available data for
preparing a concept note by the Administrative Staff
College of India ASCI and MAUD (Municipal Adminis-
tration and Urban Development) department by this
Tuesday. The concept note is part of the comprehen-
sive master plan which will be prepared by the ASCI
within six months.

Officials who spoke on the proposed master plan
observed that plan should include within ORR, be-
tween the ORR and RRR and outside five kms of RRR.
It should also include zoning of areas for develop-
ment of economic anchors such as media hub, sports
hub, health care hub among others.  Integrated sat-
ellite townships for all inclusive development should
also be part of the master plan. Balancing growth
with development, review of institutional structures,
governance for improved performance and account-
ability and development of infrastructure with an eye
on the next 30 years should be incorporated in the
plan, chief secretary said.

Principal Secretary Municipal Administration Arvind
Kumar said that the plan would look into the trans-
portation, traffic congestion, ease of living aspect,
drinking water and road plan as well. Strengthening
institutions and innovative financing to support city
development will also be part of the master plan, he
added. Principal Secretary Health Shanti Kumari, Tour-
ism Secretary B Venkatesham, GHMC commissioner
Danakishore and other officials attended the meeting.

Hyderabad, March 1 :
The much awaited LB
Nagar flyover was today
started giving a major re-
prieve to people from
regular traffic problems.
Home Minister
Mahamood Ali, Animal
Husbandry Minister T
Srinivas Yadav and Labour
Minister Ch Malla Reddy,
Mayor B Rammohan
opened the flyover at LB
Nagar cross roads for
general public. Deputy
mayor Baba Fasiyuddin,
MLA Sudhir Reddy, and
GHMC Commissioner
Dana Kishore and others
attended the program.

The flyover was built
at a cost of Rs 42 crore
and the launch was de-
layed by a month. Speak-
ing on the occasion,

LB Nagar flyover Opens for
public;  Rs 42 Cr spent

Mahamood Ali said that
the flyover in LB Nagar will
address the  long
awaited traffic problems.
The government is
spending huge funds for
providing better public
transport system through
roads, infrastructure and
facilities.

Like no other city,
Hyderabad is being devel-
oped as a global city.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao is
keen on better connectiv-
ity to the people in the city
and in districts, he
claimed. Also to reduce
traffic problems, the un-
der pass will be opera-
tional, he said. The
people can use the flyover
to reach Vijayawada or
other areas from this

cross roads. The city pro-
vides people ample space
to make a better living,
he said. The flyover will
reduce traffic problems
towards Hayatnagar,
Choutuppal and
Vijayawada and other ar-
eas.

Srinivas Yadav said
that the flyover was taken
up under package two
through Rs 25000 crore
SRDP project. Hyderabad
will become signal free
city through these
flyovers and Rs 448 crore
being spent for under-
passes and flyovers near
junctions, he said adding
that Biramalguda and
Kamineni flovers are
ready for the launch to
further reduce traffic
problems.

New Delhi, March 1
(GNS) : The revenue col-
lection under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
rose more than 13 per
cent to Rs 97,247 crore in
February as against Rs
85,962 crore in the year-
ago month, the Finance
Ministry said on Friday.

"The total gross GST
revenue collected in the
month of February, 2019
is Rs 97,247 crore," the
Ministry said in a state-
ment. In January 2019, it
stood at Rs 1,02,503
crore, becoming the third
month in the fiscal cross-
ing the Rs 1 lakh crore
mark.

Out of the Rs 97,247
crore collected in Febru-
ary 2019, Rs 17,626 crore
was collected as Central-
GST (CGST), Rs 24,192
crore as State-GST
(SGST), Rs 46,953 crore

GST Feb collection up 13%
as Integrated-GST
(IGST) and Rs 8,476 crore
as cess.

The IGST amount in-
cludes Rs 21,384 crore
collected on imports and
the cess includes Rs 910
crore collected on im-
ports, the statement said.

The revenue in Febru-
ary, 2018 was Rs 85,962
crore and the revenue
during February, 2019
grew by 13.12 per cent
over the revenue in the
same month last year, it
said.

The total number of
GSTR 3B Returns filed for
the month of January up
to February 28, 2019 is
73.48 lakh, the govern-
ment said. Further, the
government has settled
Rs 19,470 crore to CGST
and Rs 15,747 crore to
SGST from IGST as regu-
lar settlement.




















